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Jexemran vi. 16. Zhus faith the Lorp, frand ye in the ways, and fee, 
and afk for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, 


and ye frall find reft for your fouls. 
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To Corre/pondents. 


The controverfial letters on the per/everance of the Jaints, received 
under cover of aletter figned C atyiy, are under confideration, 

A feries of letters on infidelity, tranflated from the ‘German, 
afe received, and we fhall embrace the earlieft opportunity of 
convincing our learned friend that we are not infenfible of hi; 
attention. 

Weare indebted to the author of the conciliation of the gene. 
alogies of Matthew and Luke—his communication fhall be treat. 
ed with all due refpeét. 

The differtation on the queftion, (an the immortality of the Soul 
be proved from the light of nature? {hall be inferted in the next 
number. 


B<S- The Editors affure sia vedite that no negligence 
on their part, has retarded the appearance of the prefent 
number. As the fund originally deftined for the fupport of 
the Magazine has been withdrawn, they were compelled to 
xefort to fubfcriptions. This, and this only, has fufpended 
their publication. From the difiant refdence of many of 
their fubferibers, they may fitll be JSubjeéted to difficulties, 





‘without acceffions from the city and tts utcinity. To thofe 


in remote fituations, they beg leave to propofe, without in- 


jifting on it, the {mall addition of one cent per number, t 


‘defray the expence of carriage. They refpedfully jolie 

materials from literary, and fubfcriptions from other, Chrif- 

tians, who, they flatter themfelves, would regret to fee a 

work peri~h, of which the objeét is ta diffeminate the know- 

ledve and the influence of the truth as it ts in Fefus. 
New-York, September 29, 1796. 
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In fome of the copies of this mumber the following errors have 
occurred, which the reader is requefted to correct. 
Page 155, line 30, for “ his” read Zes. 
Page 155, line 32, for “ Elymus” read Elymas. 
Page 156, line 3, for “would” read could. 
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Effay on the confiftency of the Holy Scriptures with the 
aétual State and Hiftory of the World. 


{Continued from page 35. | 


HE laft article of common belief which I pro- 
pofed to illuftrate, is the coming of a Meffiah. 

This doétrine embraces the opinion of a Trinity in the 
nature of God, as well as the appearance of one of 
thofe divine perfons, or perfections, in the form of 
man.—Orpheus, who was the oldeft of the Grecian po- 
ets, and who was equally a poet and a philofopher, fays, 
of the higheft of all beings, that he is light and coun- 
fel, or underftanding and life, and that thefe three 
names exprefs the powers of the fame Deity who is the 
maker of all.”» And Timotheus declares, that he called 
thefe three names, or powers of the Godhead, Ouranos, 
Chronos, and Phanes; which laft name is an Egyptian 
term which fignifies love.* Pythagoras maintained a 
trinity of divine perfons ; and he derived his philofophy 
from Orpheus, and from the priefts of Egypt, Chaldea, 
and Perfia. Hence the great maxim of his philofophy: 
~ God is one, and from him proceed two infinite be- 
ings.” This is explained by Moderatus, as quoted by 
Simplicius. 

* Cudworth. Intel. Syft. ch. ¢. 
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Simplicius. ** According to the Pythagoreans,” {ays 
he, “the firft one is above all being; the fecond con. 
tains all ideas; and the third, which is Pfuché, or foul, 
partaketh of both.”* Jamblichus, the philofopher, 
fays, ‘* there were three Gods praifed by the Pythago. 
reans.”+ For fome myfteries and perfections fuppof. 
ed to be contained in the number four, he calls the Sy. 
preme Deity Tetradctys, but in perfect confiftency with 
his other opinions of a trinity. He fays, in the golden 
verfes, that the Tetractys is the fountain of eternal na- 
ture; and Hierocles, in commenting upon this fentiment, 
adds—*« that this Tetractys, or divine four, is the maker 
of all, the intelligent Deity, the caufe and father of the 
heavenly and fenfible God.”= By which it would ap. 
pear, that he called the paternal Deity only by the myf- 
terious number of four; and that he called him who be- 
fore was faid to be “¢ the fecond, containing,” in himéeelf, 
<¢ all ideas,” or fenfible forms, the heavenly and fenfible 
God, and the Son of the fupreme Father. This is the 
more remarkable, becaufe it is fo analogous to the re- 
prefentations given to us in the facred fcriptures. 

The trinity of Plato is well known. He fpeaks of the 
divine nature, like Mofes, in the plural number; and 
this number he explaned of three—To Agathon, or Hen 
—ho Nous, or Logos—and hee pfuché, or Eros. That 
is, goodnefs or unity—reafon or word—and foul or love. 
That Plato does not underftand, by thefe names, three 
attributes only of one mind, is evident, becaufe he fre- 


quently {peaks of them as three caufes, three agents, 


three kings, and even three Gods. But thefe three he 
confiders as making one infinitely perfect being. ‘ The 
mind of man, faith he, hath an anxious defire to under- 
ftand this trinity, and to obtain this knowledge, con- 

templates 


* Simplicius in Ariftot. Phyfic. fol. so. 
¢ Procl. Theol. Platon. lib. i. cap. 5. 
{ Hieroc. Aurea Carmina. 
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templates or compares it with things congenial with it- 
flf; but in that king of all there is nothing are 
what is created.”’* All the Platonic Philofophers are full 
of reprefentations of the fame kind. They maintain 
that thefe three divine beings are neceffarily exiftent : 
but they differ from the Chriftian doétrine as we hold it, 
infomuch as they fuppofe a fubordination of the word 
to the firft good, and of the fou] or p/uché to both. 

If we pafs to the Egyptians, we difcover among them, 
in like manner, the doctrine of the Trinity. Jamblicus, 
who was himfelf a heathen, writes thus of the theology 
of Hermes, the author of the facred books of the Egyp- 
tians:—-** Hermes, faith he, confiders the God Emeph 
as prince and ruler over all the celeftial Gods: as the 
creating mind, and author of truth, who made all things 
with wifdom. But before Emeph he places one in- 
divifible mind, or unity, denominated Eiéton, in whom 
exifts the firft intelligent, and the firft intelligible being, 
and who can be adored only in filence. After Eiéton 
and Emeph, he places Ptha, or that Spirit which ani- 
mates all things by its vivifying flame.”+ On the fa- 
mous Pamphylian obelifk a winged globe, with a ferpent 
coming out of it, is the hieroglyphic fymbol of the De- 
ity. Of this fymbol, a fragment, imputed to Sanchoni- 
athon, gives the following explication :—‘* The globe 
fignifies the firft, felf-exiftent, incomprehenfible Deity, 
without beginning and without end ;—the ferpent, the 
divine wifdom and creative power; and the wings fig- 
nify that active Spirit that cherifhes and animates all 
things.” It is no longer doubted by thofe who have 
made the moft accurate refearches into antiquity, that 
the hieroglyphical chara&ters of Egypt were chiefly re- 
prefentations of fpiritual ideas: and that even the nu- 
merous and contemptible Gods of that country were 

originally 


* Plato’s fecond epiftle to Dionyfius. 


¢ Jambl. de Myft. Egvpt. edit. Lugd. 1552, p. 153-4. 
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originally no more than fymbols of the attributes, oy 
operations of the Deity. It is not furprifing, then, that 
they reprefent the divine Trinity by fuch an hieroglyphic 
as that which I have juft recited. The triangular obe. 
lifks, placed at the entrance of the Egyptian temples, 
were interpreted, by the ancient philofophers, as fymbols 
of the divine nature, which is threefold in one effence, 
And from thence perhaps Chriftians have borrowed 
the triangle as a fymbol of the trinity. | 

If we proceed to Chaldea, we find there alfo the be- 
lief of a Trinity, the original names of which are loft, 
The Greek names alone, by which they were tranflated, 
are preferved. Proclusfays, that ‘¢ the Chaldean phi- 
lofophy, which was divinely infpired, afferts, that the 
whole world was completed by three Zeus, which fig- 
nifies life, who is above the Creator of the world, and 
Pfuché, who is inferior to this mind, or intellect, of the 
Father.” By this it appears, that life, intellect, or wif- 
dom, and foul, or love, are the fignifications of the three 
Chaldaic denominations of the trinity. 

In Perfia the Deity was alfo triune. Plutarch fays, 
that “* Oromafdes thrice augmented himfelf.” And Di- 
ony fius, the Pfeudo- Areopagite, affirms, that in his time 
the Perfian magi celebrated a folemn feftival in honour 
of the threefold Mythras. The firft perfon of their 
trinity was Oromafdes, the fecond Mythras, and the 
third, in their own language, Mythra; though by the 
Greeks often tranflated Pfuche. 

In modern times we find the fame doétrine prevail- 
ing in the eaft, in India, and in China. Said an Indian 
Bramin to father Bouchet, ““ We mutt believe that God, 
in his three different names, which anfwer to his three 
principal attributes, is, in fome meafure, reprefented by 
thofe triangular pyramids that are erected at the entrance 
of our temples.”* Thefe three names are the fame 

in 


* Lettre du pere Bouchet a M. l’Eveque d’Avranches. 
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*. thereprefentations of the miflionaries and travellers 
of different nations, making a fmall allowance for their 
difference of pronunciation, and therefore the different 
letters by which they attempt to exprefs the founds of 
the Indian language. The Danifh miffionaries call them 
Biruma, Wifchtnu, and Ruddiren.* The French cal! 
them Bruma, Vichnou, and Routren.+ And Henry 
Lord, an Englifh gentleman who wrote a hiftory of the 
feé& of the Banians, calls them Breman, Vyftney, and 
Ruddery.[ The fame, or very fimilar, we may pre- 
fame, was their ancient theology, although all monu- 
ments of it be now loft; becaufe the Indians preferve 
their manners and opinions with the leaft change of any 
people, except the Chinefe, in the world. 

The Chinefe have likewife their Trinity, whom they 
denominate Hi, Yi, and Guei. Their facred books, 
and the commentaries upon them, according to the 
united accounts of miffionaries who have refided among: 
them many years, are full of this doctrine. In the 
facred book Tonchu, it is faid—‘‘ The fource and 
root of all is one. This felf-exiftent unity produces 
neceflarily a fecond; the firft and fecond, by their union, 
produce a third; in fine, thefe three produce all.” A 
Chinefe writer, named Luotfee, making. the eulogium 
of hidden wifdom, fays, «« He who produced all things, 
and is himfelf unproduced, is what we call Hi: he wh 
gives light and knowledge to all, and is himfelf invifi- 
ble, is what we call 27: he who is prefent every where, 
and animates all things, though we do not perceive him, 
is called Ovez. Thou wilt in vain interrogate fenfe and 
imagination about thefe three—they cannot an{wer thee. 

Contemplate 


* An Account of the Religion of the Malabarians, in fevera! 
letters from the moft learned Indians to the Danifh Miflionaries. 
By Phillips. Lond. 1717. 

+ Lettres edifiantes & curieufes, &c. Recueil 9. Paris, 1730 


- 33. 
+ Hiftory of the Banians. London. O29, 





vet TBO: - 


o 
eo 


P ~~~ 
hm, 
‘ 


- IP aM es 


Ma, huleed(. pipaaesde! 
i +, rT ere 
: eT & ees, 


omnes 


i 


_ 

, hee 
23495 
se = 
a ¥ 
vie 
a 
#2 
Ar 

* 
F * 
> 


- 


Sat Bes" ep ak 


nw 
Dat 
Se 


oR ee 
~ 


“ae, 


is apn, Se Ne 


map ag ga ea Rin of S« 


84 THE UNITED STATES 


Contemplate by the pure fpirit alone, and thou wilt y4; 
derftand that thefe three united are but one.” —Quota- 
tions might be multiplied on this fubject; but, inftead 
of adding tothofe I have already made, I will obviate ap 
objection that may perhaps arife in the minds of fome 
who perufe this effay. It might feem, to an inattentive 
reader of the {criptures, efpecially in our tranflation, as 
if the nations of paganifm enjoyed more clear indica. 
tions of the divine Trinity, than are given in the writings 
of Mofes. Yet, to thofe who read the {criptures of 
the Old Teftament with underftanding, they evidently 
teach the fame doctrine.—Mofes ftiles the only - 


_ and true God, Jehovah; but he makes an evident dif. 


tinction of perfons under this common title. The Fa- 
ther is ftyled Jehovah-Ab; the Son, Jehovah-E]; 
and the Holy Spirit, Jehovah-Ruach;* correfponding 
with the denominations ufed in the New Teftament. 
If he does not ftate the doctrine formally in the intro- 
duction of his laws, it is probably becaufe the dodtrine 
was already received and entertained among the people 
of Ifrael by undoubted tradition. This great legiflator 
every where declares that Jehovah is invifible; yet, he 
frequently {peaks of the vifible appearances of the Deity 
to himfelf, and to the Patriarchs. Thefe are juftly fup- 
pofed to be made by the Meffiah, under whofe immediate 
government the facred writings teach us that the world 
was placed from the beginning, that he might accom- 
plifh its falvation. This doétrine is diftinétly prefented 
to our view in all the prophetical writings. ‘* What 1s 
God’s name, (faith the author of the Proverbs) and what 
is his Son’s name, if thou canft tell?’? Prov. xxx. 4.— 
The Prophet Ifaiah, -fpeaking of the Meffiah, {aith, 
‘© The government fhall be upon his fhoulders, and he 
fhall be called Wonderful Counfellor, the Mighty 


God, 


* That is, the felf-exiftent Father, the felf-exiftent Uluminator 
er Teacher, and the felf-exiftent Spirit. 
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God, the everlafting Father, and the Prince of Peace.” 
The fame Prophet, tn the character of the Mefliah, fays, 
«“ The Lord God, and his Spirit hath fent me.” xlviii. 
16. And itis a remarkable circumftance, that the fa- 
cred writers ufe the Hebrew word Eloah, w hich ficnifies 
God, in the plural number, Elohim, joining it alw avs 
with a verb in the fingular, as if to fignify the plurali ity 
of perfons in the unity of nature. “In the beginning, 
fith Mofes, Elohim, that is, the Gods, created the hea- 
vens and the earth.” And in the fame chapter—* Let 
us make man after our own image.” And in the book 
of Jofhua—“< You cannot ferve the Lord, for he 1s the 
holy Gods. xxiv. tg. A fimilar phrafe ology is ufed mor 
than five hundred times in the or iginal language of the 
Old Teftament. And all the ancient Jewifh writers, 
incommenting upon the {fcriptures, or in expla aining ~ 
Opinions of their nation, fpeak with great diftinctnef: 
ofa divine Trinity. Philo, the Chaldee paraphrafts, or 
authors of the Targum, and the writers of the Cabbala, 
ule the fame language. To give one example out of 
any— The Targumitts afcribe to the divine Word, the 
creation of the world, the pardon of fin, and the media- 
tion between God the Father, and the creatures. And 
when our Saviour and his Apoftles delivered the doc- 
trine of the Trinity to the Church. they did not {peak 
of it as anew revelation, but as a thing already known 
tothe Jews; and the Jews received it without any fur- 
prize or contradiction. They mane him, not for teach- 
ing he doétrine of the Father, Son, a Holy Spirit ; 
but for fuppofed prefumption, that * who appeared to 
them to be merely a man, fhould arrogate to himéelf 
the honour of being called the Son of God, thereby 
making himfelf equal with God. 3. 
(To be continued. ) 
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AA Difcourfe on Col. ii. 8. defigned to foow the Neceffity,. 
Certainty, and Ufe of a Divine Revelation. 


[Continued from page 11.] 


UPPOSING the difpenfation of the gofpel unne- 
ceflary, is a fundamental error with its oppo- 
eta Infenfibie of the difeafe, they neglect and de- 
{ii ic » reme dy. 
The > cofnet every where proceeds upon the fuppofi- 
tion, that mankind are fallen, lof, and perifhing crea- 





tures. Itisa difpenfation of pardon to the gulty of 


rege neration to the cd egenerat ite ancl corrupt, of c eanfing 
to the poliuted and vile, of grace to the undeferving, of 
ftrenoth and affiftar nee to the weak and i impotent, of 
h; iberty to the captives, of the opening of the prifon to 
them that are bou: ae comfort to the mourner, of life 
from the dead, and of eternal felicity and giory to the 
heirs of heii. If this is not the cafe, if mankind are 
notin this condition i, if they do not ftand in need of thefe 
bleffings ; we rcaaily grant that the golpel has no toun- 
d: iti dis and has sabhelen its object & altoy gether. But if 
this 1s the cafe, if mankind are in ve ruined and help- 
lefs ftate which the fcriptures invariably fuppote and 
affert; then, what reafon have we to admire and adore 
the wifdom and love, the mercy and grace which have 
terete for our deliverance, and provided for us 4 
way of falvation ? 

Whether fuch is indeed the fituation of the human 
race, is not matter of uncertain fpeculation, or doubtful 
difputation; but of certain fact and experience. It was 
not unknown to the heathen. They felt and confefled it, 
though they could neither inveftigate its origin, nor pre- 
{cribe aremedy. They were fenfible of i ignorance, and 
felt their need of fupernatural and divine “orrud tion in 
thofe things which are of the highett moment. They 
were fenfible of moral corruption and depravity; of a 


p ropenfity 
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propenfity to evil, and averfion from good; felt the 
weaknefs and impotency of human nature, in at {piring 
to the things which they approved as more excellent. 
They were ‘confcious of sult, and fenfible that it ren- 
dered them liable to punihme nt.—And are there any 
who, under all the fuperior advant ases of inftruction 
and knowledge w hich we njOy, are ignorant of, or 
deny thofe things which the more sheathed anong 


. 
ae <« 


the! veathen felt and CU! oe 24 iS, — ‘EC 5 a . - Great 


aeappines 3? : this ca! y that 1gno ce a ind 1 infen bil; ity 
are fatal fymptoms of t! com] saint. Pie perfon has 
not fo muc dh fpirivan lic oht and life remainin 7, 28 to fee 
and feel his wretchednefs and da inger, = Whilft they 
are dead in trefpaffes and in fins, under condemnation, 


and have the wrath of God abiding on them, th cy are 
aeep in fecurity. ‘hey fay, with the church of Lao- 
dicea, we are rich, a7 1d increased with goods, cid have 
nec of gothti ig > and kn Ow not that they are @Z wretched, 
and mifera ble, “and ne , and blind, and naked. 

What, let me afk, has the world been from the com- 
mencement.of time down to the prefent day? What elfe 
is the hiftory of mankind, but the hiftory of human 
wickednefs? Sincethe earth was firft inhumanly {tained 
byabrother’s blood, what tyranny and oppreflion, what 
cruelty, what fraud and injultice, what fuperilition, 1 1do- 
latry and impurity have prevailed i in the earth? How 
indequate the reftraints of laws and government to the 
raging lufts and corrup ptions of men? What, indeed, 
renders laws and government neceffary at all? Were. 
mankind what they ought to be, there would be no oc- 
cafion for them. Every man, in this cafe, would be a 
law unto himfelf: for, te law is not made fora righteous 
man: with r efpect to him there is no need of it: but 
for the lawles and difobedient, for the ungodly and for f. Me 
ners, for unholy and profane, for murderers of fathers and 
nurderers of mothers, for manflayers, for wwohoremonger if. 

far 
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for. them that defile themfelves with mankind, for mene 
“feale rs, for liars, for perjured perfons, and if there be 
any other thing that 1s contrary to found doéirine. How 
deiperately wicked muft the human heart be, which is 
the fource of all thefe abominations? And how deceit- 
ful, above ali things, ‘that it can conceal its enormities 
from ourfelves? In fhort, is not the {cripture account 
invariably confirmed, from indubitable fa&, that man- 
kind have been fooiifa, difobedient, deceived, ferving divers 
lufts and pleafures, living in malice and envy, bateful and 
hating one another? Is it not evident beyond controverfy, 
~ all flefh have gone altray and corrupted their ways, 
that, havi ng the unde. fle LHS darké ned, they have horn 
ghinaiad fre am the life of God, through the ignorance that 
qwas in them, becaufe of the blindnefs “of their heart ? 

But the proof that mankind are finners, and ftand in 
need of a difpenfation of mercy and grace, doth not de- 
pend antirely upon the hiitory of the world, or the ac- 
count of what others have been. We need but look 
into our own hearts, to find the inconteftible evidences 
of it. Whatever the fuppofed cafe of others may be, 
each one of us, for himfelf, will find that he is guilty 
and depraved. Reafon and nature dictate, that, as pol- 
feffed of infinite perfection, God 1s entitled to the fupreme 
regards of every other inkealigencor- 1 hat, 2 as the crea- 
tures of God, we owe ourfelves and all our fervices to 
him—That, from his perfection and his beneficence to 
us, he is entitled to our warmeft gratitude and the 
highett aicriptions of praife. To live foberly, to do 
juftly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God, are 
dictates of n nature. The moral law, which is the law of 
nature, require’ perfect and perpetual obedience, and, 

without affording one gleam, the moft faint or diftant, 
of pardon or reprieve, fentences to death and the cur! ey 
all who are chargeable with the leaft failure or difobe- 
dience. Haft thou, then, loved the Lord thy God with 
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alithy heart, foul, ftrength, and mind? Haft thou loved 
thy neighbour as thyfelf ? Flatt thou evidenced it by 
all their genuine fruits and effects? Haft thou never, 
in one inftance, in thought, in word, or in action, devi- 
ated from the eternal rules of righteoufnefs § ? Nay, haft 
thou not caft off the fear of God, and oft times reftrain- 
ed prayer before him? When thou faweft a thief, hat 
thou not confented with him? MHaft thou not been a 
partaker with adulterers? Haft thou not given thy 
mouth to evil, and thy tongue framed deceit? Haft thou 
done no evil to thy neighbour; neither pbk ee 
nor unkind to him; neither raifed nor propagated a 
evil report againft him? In being free from atrociou 
crimes, thou mavett enjoy a degree of peace: and ih 
ignorance may be productive of profound fecurity. But 
remember, the law of God is a difcerner of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart: when brought to the light, thy 
deeds will be reproved, and, under a fenfe of ouilt, con- 
{cience wiil cite ‘thee to the tribunal of thy judge, and 
warn thee of the wrath to come. And if thou wilt; apply 
thyfelf to the performance of the duties of religion 
inany proper manner, thou wilt foon find not only inca- 
pacity, but alfo intire oppofition and enmity of heart 
again{t them. / 

I fhall infift upon but one other confideration in fup- 
port of the pofition, that the world eae fuch a dif- 
penfation as that of the gofpe!.— The inference of moral 
evil from natural is obvious and certain. ‘There ts in 
the human mind, as well as in the very nature of things, 
and the univerfal conduct of providence, an infeparable 
connection between fufferings and cult, and between in- 
hocence and happinefs. T he oneis the caufe, the other 
the effe@. Theonethe crime, the other the punifhment. 
The one the difeafe, the other, in fome inftances, the ne 
celary though difagreeable remedy. The fufferines 
of the human race I have not time either to enumerate 
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or defcribe. They have, indeed, been many and great, 
Did thefe come upon us immediately from the hand of 
God, -were they brought upon us folely by the divine 
providential difpenfations, they would inconteftibly 
prove previous guilt as their procuring and meritorious 
caufe. Confider them in the light of punifhments, and 
the matter is beyond difpute. In the adminiftration 
of an infinitely wife and good governor, there will be no 
punifhment without acrime. Confider them as whole- 
fome difcipline, defigned and calculated to meliorate and 
improve; and doth not this neceffarily imply moral de- 
pravity? And is not this very depravity a crime, and 
indeed the effence and root of criminality? Whena 
creature is holy according to its nature and capacity, it 
is perfect in its kind. There is no fault, though, in 
Cegree, it fall tar fhort of another whofe nature and capa- 
city are much more exalted and enlarged. It by no 
means appears that difcipline or iufferings are made ufe 
of for the improvement of innocent and holy creatures. 
The contrary of this is, I prefume, certain. So that the 
univerfal prevalence of penal evil or fufferings, incon- 
teftibly proves the univerfal prevalence of moral evil, 
or of guilt and depravity. Permit me to add here, if 
not in fupport, yet for the illuftration of what has been 
now faid, that pathetic defcription of the dreadful effects 
of fin given by the Apoftle, Rom. viii. 22, 23. for 
eve know that the whole creation groaneth, and travaileth 
in pain together until now: And not only they, but ourfelves 
allo, which have the firft-fruits of the fpirit, even we our- 
Jelves groan within ourfelves, waiting for the adoption, 10 
wit, the redemption of our body. 

But, it may be faid, though it fhouid be granted that 
mankind have fallen from their primitive innocence and 
rectitude, though they are depraved and liable to tran!- 
crefs; ftill there may be no occafion for fuch an inter- 
pofition as that of the gofpel. God is merciful. Man 
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is, at beft, but a frail creature, and liable toerr. Re- 
pentance may procure pardon, and reftore him to favour: 
and by diligence and care he may recover the rectitude 
which he has loft. 

But, hold. You havea great many principles to ef- 
tablifh before you can juftly arrive at this fond conclu- 
fon. Can the finner repent without a change of heart, 
and the dupernatural influences of divine grace? “Will 
the great law-giver, the fovereign and judge of the uni- 
verfe, pardon the finner, and receive him to favour, 
merely upon his repentance? Will this be confiftent 
with his perfections? Will this tend to the honour and 
fupport of his government? If it be neceflary that fin 
fhould be punifhed, is the finner able to fuftain the awful, 
the infinite load? Or, will any fatisfaction which he 
can make be fufficient to repair the miichief which 
he hasdone? From any thing we know of the nature 
of fin, or the difpofition of the finner, it is to depart from 
God by a perpetual backfliding: and it weuld appear 
that a creature which has once falien, can never either 
defign or effect its own recovery. We may reafonably 
fuppofe, that paffing with impunity, the bafe and ground- 
lefs revolt of fo large a part of the creation, would be 
aprecedent of unhappy tendency. And we know, that 
When the criminal yields up his life which he has for- 
leited to the laws and government of a ftate, though he 
has made all the fatisfaction which was in his power, 
orthe law and government could exact of him, yet 
the damage neither is, nor can be repaired. The life 
of his fellow-creature which he may have taken away 
isnot thereby reftored: nor the confufion and mifchief 
which he has occafioned either prevented or redrefied. 
In fhort, there is no end to perplexing and diftreffing 
enquiries upon this fubject, not one of which can reafon 
fatisfactorily anfwer. The greateft lengths it can pof- 
fibly go is to hold out a faint and wavering hope, that 
God, 





ciee? 
a esate a 


y eas | ¥ 
Nie ron ie , 


63 THE UNITEDSTATES 


God, in his infinite mercy and goodnefs, may poffidly 
compaffionate the weaknef{s and diftreties of his crea. 
tures, and provide aremedy for them. Reafon, how- 
ever, cannot poflibly fhew the fmalleft obligation or ne- 
ceflity which heis under todo this. He may, orhe may 
not do it for any thing it can tell. And is this, at beft, 
uncertain and aw fully d dangerous conjecture, a furfficient 
foundation, O finner! to reft thine eternal all upon, in 
rejection of the gofpel, which not only informs thee of 
the way in which thy guilt and depravity came, but alfo 
profefles to exhibit a certain and ade quate remedy; 
which aflures thee of pardon, grace, and falvation,in a 
way pertecily confiftent with the divine pe fettions and 
government? Innocence and reétitude were the origi- 
adil conftitutio of human nature. Alter this conflitution, 
and reafon and nature know not, they cannot pofii bl 
devife a remedy. Admit that man has fallen, and to 
admit it you cannot retufe, and it will inconteftibly fol- 
low, that if ever he be recovered and faved, it will not be 
in any way, or by any means which reafon can devile, 

but by divine and fupernatural interpofition and grace. 
It merits your particular attention here, that the gol- 
pel doth not fimply propofe a remedy, but more thana 
remedy. It not only ‘propofes pardon to the guilty; 
exemption from punifhment to thofe who are uncer 
, Nico venidnabsion, reftoration to forfeited favour, 
neration to the depraved, and cleanfing to the vile; 
 abvaasconteat alfo to glory and happinels, greater 
more permanent than thofe from which we have 
When God works, it will be in a manner like 

, and the work fhall teftify that the agent is dl- 
vine. Certainly, then, a profeffed revelation, propofing 
things 0 great and glorious, demands your moft ferious 
ion an een and ought not to be rejected 

teft examination, and upon the mon con- 
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him an eftate, fupported by the thoufandth part of the 

teftimony which the goipel claims, there is not an infidel 

on earth, who would call its authenticity into queftion. 

And yet, what is an earthly to an heavenly inheritance? 
A. 


(To be continued.) 





APHORISMS. 


HE moft pure in heart are ufually thofe who 

moft lament their heart-impurity. Itis by the 
light of grace only that the filthinefs of nature is difco- 
vered. 


HOUGH a child of God glories in this, that 

where fin hath abounded, grace doth much more 
abound, yet no child of God can fin that grace may 
abound. 





HENEVER Luther was afked, what made the 
beft Divine, he anfwered, temptation; and what 
makes the beft Divine makes the bef Chriftian. 
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HORA SOLITARIA, or Effays on fome remarkabje 
Names and Titles of Jesus Curist.* 





: 
4 Essay II. 
GOD, or AL, ALOAH, ALEHIM. 


HESE three epithets are indifcriminately rendered 

Gop by our tranflators. The word Gop ts Saxon, 

and fimply means what is good; which certainly no more 

conveys the idea of the original than the word ifland 

) includes the nation of the umiverfe. It 1s not the defign 

of this eflay to meddle with the difputes which have 

arifen upon thefe titles, farther than 1s abfolutely necef- 

| | fary; but to point out (what mut not be difputed) that 

ee each of them is applied, in the Old Teftament, to our 
es Lorp Jesus Curist. 

Some derive Ax from a root which fignifies /rength 
or power; and others, from a word which implies iuter- 
pofition, mediation, or titervention. In either fenfe, the 
name is truly applicable to the great Redeemer: for he, 
with bis own right haid, and with bis holy arm, hath got- 
ten bimfelf the victory over Satan, Death, and Hell; and 
j he, with infinite grace and love, interpofed betwixt his 

n people and their merited vengeance, by affuming the 
bi office of mediator between Gop and them. He was 
i mighty to fave, when every created power would have 
failed in the conflict; and de prevailed, when they mutt 
have given up the object as irremediably loft. He was 
gracious to intervene, when there was none to help; and, 
when xo eye pilied the abject ftate of man, he was ready 
to uphold, | 
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Whois Av but Jenovan 2* if, then, there be no At 
but JEHOVAH; and if the word At be ever applied to 
CuarisT; it 1s an inconteftable proof that CurisT is J z- 
HovAH, the true and effential Gop. Accordingly, 
he is called, long before his manifeftation in the flefh, 
Immanu-E.., Gop with us 3+ the almighty AL;{ the ju/t 
At.and the Saviour ;§ the only Ax ;\| ihe Au who pardon- 
eth iniquity; with other characters, defcriptive of his 
Godhead, grace and glory. Chriff, therefore, being AL, 
is, and muit be, JEHOVAH. 

The Lord Cérift is likewife Aran, or ALoaH. 7 
know (faid For) that my REDEEMER /iveth,** and that 
he foall fiand at the latter day on the earth; and though, 
after my fkin, worms deftroy this body, yet in my flefo (per- 
haps meaning the Redeemer arrayed in the flefh of bis 
nature) J fhall feethe ALoan.++ And who isthe ALOAH, 
but Jenovan:{}—But as this name ALoAH ts only 
the fngular number of ALznim, and refers to one of 
the perfons in the Godhead which are implied by that 
word; the proof, that this latter name belongs to the 


Meffiah, 
* 2 Sam. xxil. 32. }; Ifaiah vii. 14. 
+ Hfaiah ix. 6. § Ifaiah x\v. 21. 
| Ifaiah xlvi. g. €| Micah vii. 18. 


** Liveth, in the prefent tenfe, becaufe the Redeemer, refpect- 
ing his divinity, ever liveth. We was from eternity, and to eter- 
nity, willde. Jesus CuRisT zs the fame yefterday, to-day, and forever. 
Heb. xiii. 8. 

tt Job. xix. 25,26. Perhaps this noble paffage may be thus 
tranflated. J know that my REDEEMER Jiceth, and that the Last 
ONE (AcHARON;) [Chriftis called fo, becaufe he is the /¢/,as weil 
as the firf?, and becaufe there will be no difpenfation after him ] 
hall be efablified over the duff [an Hebraifm for triumphing over 
the grave;] and that after this my fein fhall be broken [i. e. after this 
veil of my flefh fhall be rent ] even in (or, from | my ficth fhall I fee 
the ALoan; whom I fhall fee (x1) for myfelf [or, on my fide.) and 
mine eyes fhall behold, and not as a firanger; [or, but no firanger; 
le. to God, fhall fee him.] My reins burn within me through defire 
of this bleffing. 

¢¢ Pfalm xviii. 32. 


(te 








4 ree 
Senne em 





















ro 


96 THE UNITED STATES 


Meffiah, will be a fufficient evidence of itfelf concernin 
his glaim tothe former. Ome majus continet in fe minus: 
And he, who has a right to the divine name Atruiy, 
cannot but have a perfed title to the denomination of 
ALOAH. 

The title ALzeurm, both in its confruction and ufe, 
expreisly declares a plurality of perfons in the divine 
eflence. Weare not to underftand by the word per fons, 
when appli ed to the Godhead, fome fepar ate exittences 
of a different nature, but waited diftinctions in the fame 
nature. ‘The. pettons in JEHOVAH are coéqual in all his 
perfections and attributes; but, with regard to the re. 
demption of man, there is a gradatioi, or fucceffion, in 
their refpective operations. In thefe operations, they 
perfonally act, yet unitedly concur. The Son, for inftance, 
redeemed by his incarnation and death: But the Father 
and Spirit were in Chrift, co-exiftent at the fame time. 
The Spirit aifo is the ean fent from the Father by 
Chrift ; and yet Chritt, by union of nature with him, 

1s clways prefent with bis people, in whom that Spirit 
dwells with himfelf, to the end of the world. Thus, 
Gop was in Curist reconciling the world to bimfelf, thus 
Curist 1s 77 the FATHER, act the Faruer in Him; 
thus Ged dwelleth in kis people, and they in GOD, becaute 
of the Spirit, which (as one with himfelf) be bath given 
them. Hence, thefe divine perfons are not merely of 
like effence, but of the fame effence; not /eparaie exif- 


tences, but one cocqual and coéternal exiftence.* They 
are 


* The poverty of language in exprefling divine things, and 
eipecially i in exprefling any thing rel ative to the divine nature, 1s 
noticed in another place. See vol. .p. 19. Note. The O} 
Teftament word (paANiIM) faces, eras to the Cherubim, whic 
the Greeks render (profipa,) becaufe faces appear (pros tous opas 
before the eyes moft eminently, w ell exprefles the oe ys in the 
Godhead, and that God hath manifefied himfelf in this wav, and 
swill be Azocen in no other. Boethias hath turned many of the 
tGreck terms upon this topic into their Latin fignifications, in his 
book De Per/fina, &c¢. ¢. ili. 
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are diftinguifhed from each other in manifeftation, or 
face, or perfon, or Hypoftafis; but not in nature, fub- 
fiance, divinity, power, or glory: ‘* For that which we 
“ believe of the glory of the F ATHER, the fame we be- 
« lieve,of the Son, and of the Hoty Guost, without 
« difference or inequality.” All the intentions, ideas, 
and purpofes of the Godhead (to {peak after the manner 
of men) are uniform, cotteitaneaine, anc eternal: The 
{ime decree which arifes from the FarHeR, arifes alfo 
from the Son, and from the Hoty Guost, infiantaneoufly. 
and indivi/idly ; or otherwife there would be three feparate 
Gops, which to affert is polytheifm and blafphemy. 
Hence it is, that the Son favs concerning his own office, 
I [peak, I do, nothing of MYSELF; and. concerning the 
Sprrit, be will not Ipeak OF HIMSELF: not that there is 
any deficiency of power or knowledge in thefe ¢zvo per- 
fons, but that they reveal the act zz perfec? unity with 
the Father, refpecting all the attributes and southety 
of the Godhead in human falvation. The three per- 
fons have ee one cfience, one power, one 
mind. The will of thé Faruer tsthe will of the Son 
and of the Hoty Fee Vheir will is one, becaufe 
their nature is ove. The manifeftations and cperations 
of that will, refpecting the redempticn of man, are 
three, ea tals the perfons are three. As the commu- 
nion of nature between the three perfons includes a 
communion of whatever is efential to that nature, anc { 
therefore they equally and conjointly participate all 
the glories of deity and fupremacy; fo the diftinétion 
of perfons admits the difting performance of what 
thofe perfons have mutually and reciprocally engaged 
9 perform, qe therefore we can look upon each Gi /- 
linctly, and ado re him as the ager nt of our falvation. 
The covenant of grace was an adftipuiation or decree 
of the one will, idea, love, mercy, richtecufnchs and 
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of creation, redemption, and fanétification, by the refpec. 
tive perfons in the Trinity.* Speaking of the effence 
or Godhead, we muft fay it is one, and one in fuch pure 
Simplicity, as cannot be found in any of the creatures, 
who are all fubftances in compo/fition;+ but {peaking of 
its mode of exiftence, we muft pronounce it to be jp 
three perfons; becaufe the word of Gon, by which alone 
we can know any thing of the matter, afferts it conftantly 
and pofitively for us. Here the Lorp, who cannot 
deceive us, hath determined that our faith fhall ref, 
and here, when our hearts are influenced by his grace, 
faith will feek to reft only and continually. Gop, who 
certainly muft know the manner of his own exiftence, 
hath revealed himfelf as a Gop ¢triune, and who can 
contradict him with credit or impunity? 

As the word JeHovau denotes the incommunicable 
effence; fo the word ALEHIM implies a perfonal plu- 
rality in that effence. They are very frequently joined 
together, in order to fhew, that, though the effence be 
one, and the perfons three, they are reciprocally pledged 
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* Tertullian excellently fays, Quod coli:nus nos, Devs unvs éf; 
qui totam molem iffam cum omni inftrumento clementorum, corporum, 
fpirituum ; verbo, quo juffit ; ratione, qua difpofuit ; virtuie; qua potutt; 
de nihilo expreffit in ornamentum mayeftatis fue. Adv. Gent. On 
this paflage his commentator Zephyrus truly remarks; nullibi Atti 
ei/mus Tertulitant ubcrior apparet. 

+ We are obliged to exprefs our notion of the divine fimplicity 
by the term unity, becaufe of the lownefs of human fpeech in 
reaching this fublime doctrine: but, in truth, Gop, as to his pure 
exiftence, is (far unlike the creatures) 19 object of number, but above 
number; becaufe number implies limitation. To his underfanding, 
or (which is the fame) to his being, there is no number. PA. cxtvil. 
5. Hebr. But, when he reveals himfeif a€ting for falvation, then 
only he gives us to underftand (and what he fo gives muft be right), 
that the fimplicity exifts in a perfonality perfectly compatible with 
it, and that this perfonality is engaged in a covenant of offices, 
under the name of Father, Son, and Spirit, to accomplith a wors 
which fhall be the admiration, contemplation, and delight or a4 
holy intelligences for ever. 
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in every promife, and in every covenant-engagement, 
revealed to man. AAs each of the three perfons in the 
felf-exiftent effence is properly and effentially J enovan, 
becaufe JEHOVAH cannot be divided; fo each of them, 
for the fame reafon, is effentially and properly the 
AtenimM. And though the manifeftations of divine 
race and power are diftinct in the three perfons, ac- 
cording to their refpective engagements and undertak- 
ings in the everlafting covenant; yet (ad extra) they 
carry on their operations together, and are as equally 
undivided in their energies, as in their nature. Thus, 
when Gop made all things, we find that without the 
worD (or fecond perfon) was not any thing made that 
was made; and, when the heavens and the earth were 
created, the Spirit of Gon moved (and vivified while 
itmoved, or brooded) upon the face of the waters. All, 
together, concerted the glorious plan: All, together, 
concurred in and accomplifhed its execution. The 
Trinity engaged and performed every thing inthe Unity : 
And the Unity was active in every engagement and 
performance of the Trinity. The modes of agency va- 
ried; but the power in all was the fame. 

We may further obferve, that each of the three per- 
fons is frequently addreffed under the plural name ALe- 
HIM, becaufe as each of them 1s JEHOVAH ina perfonal 
Trinity, which is ceconomically diftinguifhed, fo each 
of them is the ALEHIM in an effential Unity, which 
cannot be divided. Hence, whatever is predicable of 
the nature of the Father, is equally predicable of the 
nature of the other two perfons. ‘The plural denomi- 
hation is applied to each, without any grammatical fole- 
ciim, becaufe each neceflarily coéxifts in a plurality. 
If the Father be addrefled, the Son and Spirit are ad- 
dreffed with him: If the Sow be mentioned, refpecting 
his Godhead, the Father and Spirit are implied: And 
{the Holy Ghoft be treated of, the Father and Sow are 
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to be confidered as infeparable from him. Confe. 
quently, when the father is denominated the Alebim, 
he is really fo in a union of nature with the other two 
perfons, who are thereby underftood: And the cafe js 
the fame in the mention of the Sow and Spirit. For 
in{tance, the Father is called Alebim, who anointed she 
Son, in the affumption of man’s nature, to his media. 
torial office. Compare Pfalm xlv. 7. with Heb. i, 0. 
he Sov ts ftyled dlehim Elion, or the Alehim moft High, 
Pfalm Ixxvii. 56. compared with 1 Cor. x. 9. The 
Spirit is named Alehbim and fehovah in 2 Sam. xxiii. 2, 
3. Thus (in anfwer to the objection of a learned man,* 
who inquires, ‘* How can the Holy Ghoft be faid to be 
the Spirit of the three perfons, when he himfelf is one 
of thofe perfons?”) the Holy Ghoftis the Spzrit, or the 
Perfon fo called, of the divine efience, Fehovab Alehim, 
becaufe he is a perfon in that effence. If He were not 
the fpirit of the Alebim, he could have no right to the 
conjunstive appellation of Alebiim, or (which is the fame) 
be Gop the Spirit. The learned author’s error lay, in 
detaching the Spirit, in his idea, from the Ejfence, and in 
onfidering him as a /feparate Being; whereas the word 
Alebim is applied to him in the Union and Communion 
of the undivided Trinity. 

Two or three texts in the Old Teftament will ex- 
prefsly prove, not only that there are perfons in JEHO- 
van, but that the perfons in JeHovan are three. 

And now the Lorn Gop and bis Spirit hath feat 
ME.t 

Here are three diftin@ perfons engaged in one work 
and declaration. The perfon, fpeaking by the prophet, 
is the perfon /ext, and ftyles himfelf, jutt a 
| IRST 


* Dr. Joun Epwarps, in his Exercit. on Gen. i. I. 

+ See the Catholic Doétrine of a Trinity, p. 50. &c. where the 
proof of this is ftated more at large, and beyond refutation. 

4 Tfaiah xlviil. 16, 
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First AND THE Last. In a preceding chapter* this 
First AND Lasr is called Jenovan the ReneeMeEr, 
and JEHOVAH SaBaoTH; which lait name isapplicable,on 
no account, Arians themfelves being judges, but to the 
fupreme Gop. And inthe book of Revelation, at feveral 
times, we find the Lord Fe/us Chrift afiuming this very 
name, and faytng, I am Alpha and Omega, Tue First 
anp THE Last. Curist, therefore, being the Firsz 
ano THE Last,+ the Stnr One oF THE FaTHeR 
and of the Spirit, and Jenovan SasBaorn, or Lorp 
or Hosts, is in himfelf true and very Gop, and alfoa 

rfon of coéqual dignity with the other perfons in the 
Godhead. Nor is the grammatical conftruction of the 
text to be unnoticed. It isnot faid the Lornp Gop and 
bis SPIRIT HAVE /ent, in the plural number, but HATH 
fent, in the fingular; thereby intimating the unity of 
the divine nature in the plurality of perfons. The mif- 
fion or fending of Chit by no means degrades the ho- 
nour of his dignity: ‘“* Even a fuperior may be fent by 
an inferior, if the fuperior chufes to go.” How, then, 
can Miffion be incompatible with Equality? Eipecially 
fince Chrif? voluntarily covenanted to come down in the 
behalf of his people; and may be faid to have been fen¢ 
by the Faruer and the Spirir, becaufe they alfo vo- 
luntarily covenanted that he fhould go. 

‘By the worn of the Lorv [JeHovan] were the Hea- 
vens made, and all the boft of them by thé breath [tieb. 
Spirit | of his mouth.t 

ere again are three perfons co-operating to one ef- 
fe; the worv, which is Chrift; the Lorp, another 
perfon who can only be the Faritr; and the Spirit, 
a third perfon. 
The Avenim faid, let us make man, Se.§ 
No. 2. D Now, 


* Tfaiah xliv. 6. t Rev. i. 11, 17. xXxily 13. 
t Pfalm xxxiii. 6. § Gen. i. 26 
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Now, it is in other places of {cripture afferted, thar 
all things were made by Curist, and for him, and that 
the Spirit zeae 8S created, &c. Confequently, in 
the above text, there is a clear perfonality exprefted, 
and, by other texts, that perfonality 1s fhewn to be three. 


fold. Even Leufden, who is favourable enouch to Rab. 


binical authorities, confefles, that this text. contains a 
firm argument for the Trinity ; becaufe (as he owns) it 
is contrary to the genius of the Hebrew tongue, that 2 
perfon or noun fingular fhould govern a Vacb plural of 
the firft perfon.* 

The Sprrit of the Lorn God is upon ME, becaufe the 
Lorp b2tb anointed Me, &c.+ 

T he fpeaker is the ANOINTED Ong, or CuRIST; who, 
when he appeared in flefh, appirted this text to himfelf:t 
And the other perfons are ftyled, the Spirit and the 
Loxrp. Thatthis Lorp denotes the Fatuer, fee Ass 
Ww. 27.and x. 38. 

And one cried unto another and faid, Horny, Hoty, 
Hoty is the Lorp or Hosrs.§$ 

The very Rabbins before Chri could affert, that by 
this Trifagion, or thrice Holy, were to be underftood the 
three perfons, or Sephiroth, in JEHOvaAH. It is notan 
idle repetition or afcription of holinefs; but a celebra- 
tion of the proper holinefs and divinity of the three 
hypoftafes in the Lorv. or Hosts. Nor, as St. ‘erom 
juftly obferves, is that frequent declaration of, J am 
the Gop of Abraham, the Gop of Ifaac, and the Gon 
of Jacob, without its meaning; but the threefold repe- 
tition intimates the Trinity; andthe reiteration of the 
fame name, [ AnruiM] denotes the unity of pan | 

aii 


* Leven. Phill. Heér. Diff. Xxxil. § 9. 

+. Ifaiah Ixt. 1. ? 33 § Ifaiah vi. 3. 

| Hrexon. Com. in hfe Kil, ak: In addition to this remarks 
we may obferve, that Gop’s dec laring himfelf to the Tfraelite 


(Exod. tii. 16.) as Jenovan ¢/ -Axentm of Abraham, of Loar 
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Tum with you, faite JeHovanw SaBaorTn, even she 
word of whom I cot venanted with you when you came out 
of Eg gypt, and my Spirit fupporting you, that ye might 


not fear.® 
By comparing thefe, and m: any other texts of the Old 


Teftament, with thofe of the New, it may fatisfy any 
candid perfon, that both Teftaments concur in afferting 
the doctrine of the Trinity; and that believers, both 
under the patriarchal and legai ceconomy, were not left 
in the dark refpecting fo important an article of their 
faith and falvation. 

(To be continued.) 


and of Facod, feems to imply the particular idea of the Trinity ‘in 
Unity ; of which thofe illuftrious Patriarchs, fo far as reiates to 
the ofice-charadiers of the divine perfons, afforded a peculiar type. 
Thus Aéraham might reprefent the perfonality of the FaTHEr, 

who withheld not his only Son ; and I/aac (generally allowed to be 
atype of Chrif2) fhadows forth that blefled Sow of Gop, who, 
unrepining and unreluctant, efered him/elf without Spot for the fins 
of his people; and Facod (literally tranflated, the /upplanter) points 
out the powerful agency of the Hoty Spirit; who, fronger than 
the rong man armed, {upplants the eldeft brother, the old Adam, 
and the carnal nature; introduces the fecond Adam, and a divine 
nature within their at susie and prevails for them with Gop; 

and finally colleéts the twelve tribes of his inherttance, his chofen and 
fpiritual Z/rael, into one ‘body and into one temple, holy and ac- 
ceptable for ever. 


¥ Hag. ii. 4, 5. Vid. T. Hebr, 
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For the United States Chriftian Magazine. 
[explication and Vindication of Miatt. xix. 16—22, 
CIS paflace, with its paraliels in Mark x, 17—22, 


and Luke xvii. 18—23, has fometimes perplex. 
ed the ferious Chriftian. His perplexity has been in. 


creafed by thofe falfe glofes by which the text has been 
abufed for the fupp ort of error. The removal of thef 


will aid us in acer eeaning its real meaning. 

It hath been faid, that Chrifl, in the fiicible words 
which he adarefled to the ruler, ** Why calleft thou me 
““ good? ~ There is none good but ont, that is, Goo,” 
reproved him for applying to him a title which he could 
not claim; marked the epithet good, as the pecul: ar at- 
tribute of his father; and therefore peremptorily re- 
jected the honours of divinity — But two or three ob- 
fervations will fhew, that this argument, plaufible as it 
appears, is very far from eftablifhing the conclufion 

which 1s fo confidently drawn from it. 

rt. To reft the neue of an effential article of belief 
upon a term of general and indefinite fignification, 1 1s at 
all times dangerous, and afror ds juftg ground of fufpicion 
that more unequivocal evidence is wanting. Good 1s 
fuch a term. The nature and extent of its meaning 
vary with its connection and its fubject. It 1s froma 
proper confideration of thefe that we are to determine, 
with precifion, its particular fenfe. We grant, how- 
ever, that in the prefent cafe it does defignate the infinite 
excellence-of the Itving God. This 1s evident from 
che (u2jeF to which the affertion relates—from the o- 
cyfion, on Which it was uetered: —and from the 22 fointe, 
and unqualified me wer in Which the afcript ion of good- 
nefS issmade. Yet all this will not legitimate an init 
rence 






































CHRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 105 


rence againtft the fupreme divinity of our Lord Jefus. 
For, in another part of fcripture I find the epithet 
coop applied, in all its latitude, to the Spirit of 
God. ‘* Thy Sprrit,” faith David, * 7s Goop.’’* 
Now, it the abfolute and unqualified afcription of 
oodnefs demonftrates the true and proper Deity of 
the Father, to the exclufion of the Son and of the 
Spirit; an afcription of goodnefs, no lefs unqualified 
and abfolute, equally demonftrates the true and proper 
Deity of the Spirit, to the exclufion of the Father ae 
of the Son. ‘This conclufion, which, on the principle 
of the objection we are combatting, there is no poffib: lity 
of avoiding, is not more abfurd in 5 Selelé, than deftructive 
of the Socinian fcheme. 

2. The argument under confideration takes for grant- 
ed, that the Lord Jefus, in the text, does really reftrict 
the afcription of goodnefsto his Father. But whcever 
feesthis in his words, ‘‘ there is none good but one, 
“ that is Gop,’’ fees ** what is not to be feen.” 

He does not fay, as Socinians make him fay, there 
is none good but one, that is My Fatuer. He re- 
ftrits his affertion to the DIVINE NATURE. Had 
he limited it to the prRson of the Father, he would 
have contradicted the Pfalmift, who peremptorily affirms, 
“thy Sprrir is good.” Nor will it be an eafy mat- 
ter for a Socinian interpreter to maintain his argument, 
nw conciliate Chrift with David. | 
| Vhe objection takes for granted, that the Lord 
Chia rebuked’ the ruler, for honouring him with an 
appellation to which he had no right. There is as little 
authority in the text for this opinion as for the other. 

The ruler came to confult htm about terms of ever- 
lafting life. He had already the law and the teftimony, 
but he wanted fomething more. Jefus lets him know 
that to add any thing to what is already revealed, is the 
| preregative 
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pi rer ogative o of D JeQit v a H is query neither affe rts hor de. 


nies his own divinity. It is 4 toufly a teft by which 
he required the Pharifee to try the ps inciples which dic. 

tated his addrefs. The force of the interrogation lies 
not in the word eae but in the word woy. Why? 
On what account do you call me good? For what 
reafon attribute to me {o great an authority, as your re- 
quett fuppofes? We havenot a fhadow of proof that 
the ruler fi pected him to be morethana man. — Jefus 
Chritt might, therefore, juftly reprove him for affigning 
him a dignity which implicated divine perfe@ion; not 
becaufe it was not, in faé, his Gue; but becaufe, on the 
fuppofition of his being no more than he .was taken to 
be, a mere inan, it could not have been his due:* and 
the conduct of the ruler, miftaking him for a mere man, 
was as reprehenfible as if he had in reality been nothing 
more. 

In the fame manner there are many who now worfhip 
eo Chrifl, believing him to be ox/y a man. And 
therefore, though he is in reality the object of divine 
eacthins, yet their homage, connected with their ideas 

lis perfon and charaéter, is horrible idolatry 1n the 

ht of God; nor can it be accepted. But their crime 
n worfhipping what is fo tem, a creature, and the re- 
their worfhip as idolatry, can never invalidate 
Redeemer’s claim to divine adoration. Divine 
honours prefented to the Fatuer himfelf, under 
crofs and carnal notions of him, he has folemnly re- 
nounced ; but was this ever alledged as a renunciation 
of his divinity? 

4. In different places of the book of God, fuch titlcs 
are given td Jefus Chrift, and fuch things are afferted 
concerning | i} 1m, aS are per equivalent to th e afcription 
of divinity in the text. King of Kangs, ana Lord of 


Lei ‘aS, 


ian, Dr. Clarke, admits this. See his patac 
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7 


Lords,*—Alpha and Omega, the bezinning and the ending, 
the firft and the laft,+ are as firong declara tions of di- 
vine fupremacy, as aS th 12 Tet ‘iptu lres em ploy. ‘i he Saviour 
js alo faid to be the brightit fs of bis fathe er’'$ SlOry, and 
the expre/s image of his per fon.t Let men cavil as they 
will, it 1S an irrefraga ble-truth, that 70 mere creature 


a on | 


= ¥ 


can be the VERY REFULGENCE of fe 


aAnNtrTe o > 
s\WJ clii S & rv 
= « 


and he who is, mutt poffefs all that exce 
the term Goop can denote.§ 


Some, while they combat Socintan fophiftry, fail 
7 . — 
themfelves into an e error, not fo fhockine indeed. in ap-= 


pearance, iat no lefs deitruciive in reality. They fup- 
pole, t that the anfwer given to the young man 1 nplies the 
nofiibi! ity of firiners obtaining eterna] life, by perfonal 
obfervance of the erties law ; that the k.ord, for Cc} hrift’s 
fake, will accept thei fice, re thouch imperfect obe- 
- 
ai 


rence, 


* Rev. xix. 16. f Reve xxii. 13. ¢ Heb. i. 5. 
§ The c “yitic ‘al {= qd r May perl =: xpect tao {pe ane rher oO ec 
tion noticed. The word es (one) we are told, being in the maf- 

¢1, c 


culine gender, neceffarily denotes eal one perjon; and therefore, 
that Jefuus Chrift teaches in the text, that there is but exe per/cv 
In the oo, fence ; renouncing, both for himfelf and for the 
Holy Ghoft, ever pretcnfion to Deitv. We are told farther 
that in order to admit a plurality of perfons in the Godhead, the 
word fhould have been not ezs but e# (one bel ing) in the neuter 
gender. 


’ = a | 7 ° rc 
It is fufficient to reply, that frees (God), is the name of the 
: eing =~ «4 ‘ "TO «rae , « _* “sa rtertt eee 
divine 7 MGALUN Ce, and that being in wee ra Cual . = * isacT, ik nC jisdas CD 
X ‘ s 
’ onnlt iC Rise had th ard } : 
Its adjective to be maiculing alfo. But bad the word been en in- 


i” hha 


ftead of eis the Arian or Secinian critic wou ive contrived 
fome expedient to get rid of an argument on which he now af- 
fe&tsto lay much ft: efs. He would probably have faid, 
at preient, that it fa abferd tn admit the exiftence of more than one 
perfon in one efience. For could fuch an expretiion as he con- 
tends for, have fatisfied him, he would have been abundantiy 
with John x. 30. J and my Father are one (EN ESMEN.) But how 


as he fays 
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leather in demonitrating the perionaiuty or the Holy Ghoft 
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dience, and grant them, on that ground, the pardop 
of their fins; and that a different opinion impeaches 
the goodnefs and candour of our Redeemer. “ When 
‘‘ men,” fays a ftrenuous advocate for the power of 
unregenerated will; ‘* when men came {erioufly to en. 
“* quire of him the way to life eternal, who can ima. 
‘* oine that he would deceive them by directing them 
** to a way which he well knew was not fufficient to 
‘¢ obtain that end ?””* | 

But this argument aflumes much more than either 
the text, ora fenfible reader, will concede. 1. It does 
wot appear that the applicant. in the prefent cafe came 
ferioufly to enquire of Jefus Chrift THE way to life 
eternal. He was, probably, fertous enough in en. 
quiring what ffeps he fhould take in that way; but of 
his knowledge of the way itfelf he was very confident, 
He entertained not a doubt that the law of works was 
the path to heaven; nor did he fufpect his own ability 
to fulfil its requifitions. ‘ Matter, what good thing 
‘‘ fhall I do to inherit eternal life? Only fpeak the 
*¢ word, and I will obey: Command the duty, and it fhall 
“ be performed.” Like many modern doétors, he 
read the bible, and expounded it to others, without at- 
tending to its plaineft declarations. Who would ima- 
gine he had ever feen fucha paflage as this, We are all 
as an unclean thing, and ALL our RIGHTEOUSNESSES 
are as filthy-rags?”+ Yet he was, no doubt, familiar 
with the writings of Ifaiah,; had commented, perhaps, 
on this very text; and extolled the prophet, while he 
contradicted his doé¢trine. 

2. That our Lord Jefus fhould encourage this man 
to depend,, either in whole or in part, on his own good 
deeds as the ground of his acceptance with God, and 
that in direét oppofition to the nature of his mediato- 
rial charaéter—to the defign of his incarnation :—ané 

0 


* Whitby on the place. + Tfaiah Ixiv. 6. 
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te the cleareft and moft peremptory decifions of his 
- word, 1S altogether incredible. He did not come ¢@ 
bring in, by his obedience unto the de cath, an everlafi- 
ing righteoufne/s, and then refign to finners the credit 
of their own falvation. ‘lhe wine prefs of the wrath 
of God, he trod atone; and of redemption and de- 
lrverance from that wrath, he alone will have atu the 
honour. In the article of juftification, there neither is, 
nor can be, any alliance, compofition, or mixture what- 
ever of the obedience of a finner, with his fpotlefs 
iteouftio’s..: ‘Like his embiematic garment, it muft 
be without patch or feam. For we are Sufiifiea freely 
by grace through the redemption that 1s in Chrift fefus. 
He hath folemnly declared, Except a man be born again, 
be cannot enicr the kingdom of God. And the Apoftle 
Paul hath affured us, “that as many as are of the works 
of the law are under the curse. Now, if the Redeemer 
recommended obedience to the moral law as the method 
of obtaining eternal life, or as having any influence in 
obtaining it, how is it poflible to reconcile him with his 
apoitle, or with himfelf? 

3. The profeffions of this Phartice, though, made 
with more outward modefty, amount, in fubitance, to 
the/profeffions of another of his fect, who, we know, 
from Chrift himfelf, was not accepted. God, I thank 
thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjuji, 
adulterers, &c. What is the language of him whole 
cafe We are confidering? Thou knowefl ibe coi yinand- 
ments, faith Jefus, Thou fhalt do no murder ; sos t /balt not 
comms adultery ; thou foalt not fleal, Sc. Ali thefe, he re- 
Plies, have [ kept from my xo lb up. t is evident, that 
Whatever difference there is in the form of thefe pro- 
feffions, the temper W hich produced them was, in reality, 


the fame. Both thefe unhappy men reited on their 
own righteous 2 (s—Both were inflated with the opinion 
Of their own pe rfection—Neither was impreffed with 

No, S. be the 
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the neceffity of a Saviour—Neither of them uttered 
the paffionate cry of the broken-hearted publican, God 
be merciful to me a finner! Nor did either of them 
feem to think he had any need of repentance. 

4. The Lord Chrift, in the very paflage before us, 
plainly denies the poffibility of obtaining life by our 
own works. For he enjoined the ruler, even on the 
fuppofition of his felling all that he had, and diftribut. 
ing to the poor, to take up the erofs and follow him; i.e. 
to become his difciple; to believe on his name; and to 
efpoufe his caufe. No treafure in heaven without this, 
He hath ipoken moft explicitly and awfully on this 
fubject. If ye believe not that I am he, ye foall die in 
your fins—He that believeth not fhall be damned. 

The genuine fenfe of the verfes under confideration 
will be found, it is prefumed, in the following remarks. 

The perfon who applied to our Lord, appears 
to have had feveral engaging qualities. He was 
young; of amiable difpofitions; of pleafing manners; 
and of refpectful addrefs. His moral conduét was ex- 
ternally unblemifhed. And however fatal the error 
he fecretly cherifhed; however deep and inveterate the 
enmity againft the falvation of God, which lurked 
within: his confcience was not altogether callous; he ex- 

e&ed a future ftate, nor was he unconcerned about his 
condition in that ftate. He was, in a word, what the 
world would call a good-hearted, virtuous youth. This 
fufficiently explains the meaning of our Lord’s loving 
him. Jefus, as a perfect man, had all the finlefs af 
ections of man. Efteeming whatever is eftimable, 
he viewed this youth with a tender human regard; for 
it is clear, from the fequel, that -his love did not include 
any gracious approbation. 

The ruler, however, was a Pharifee. He thought 
like a Pharifee, he fpoke like one. he Pharifaical 
Rabbies, like the popith doctors, not content with the 
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nadulterated word of God, made numerous additions 
to it; placed their traditions on a level with his reve- 
lation; and dealt out terms of eternal life as freely as 
if eternal life had been at their difpofal. Conceiving 
very highly of their own powers, they delighted in 
works of /“pererogation. They would not only do 
all that the word of God requires; but they were ready 
todo more. It is plain that the young man was pof- 
feffled with thefe notions; for after he had faid, a// 
thefe things have I kept from my youth up, he alks, what 
lak I yet? With this ignorant prepoffleffion, he ad- 
dreffes the Saviour. Confidering him as an eminent 
teacher, he refpectfully ftiles him good majfter; and de- 
mands, what good thing fhall I do that I may have eter- 
nal life? Perceiving that he viewed him as a mere 
man, the Lord Jefus immediately rejoins, why calleft 
thou me good? Not denying his own divinity, but cor- 
recting the miftake of the youth, who, unacquainted 
with his real character, attributed to him, as a mere 
man, an honour which cannot belong to any creature. 
“No man,” would he fay, ‘* is qualified to dictate 
“terms of eternal life to any other man.” And then 
he points out the authority which alone can dictate 
them; and the /tandard by which the precepts of moral 
law are to be interpreted, and the qualities of moral 
action valued. There is none good but one, that is, God. 
The attentive reader will obferve how admirably 
our Lord’s reply was fitted to awaken the young man’s 
confcience. He wifhed and hoped to obtain life by his 
obedience to the law. Jefus directs his thoughts to the 
majefty and holinefs of God the lawgiver. This fhould 
have led him to reflect, that all obedience on which a 
claim of reward is founded, muft, both in its principle 
and its extent, do honour to the law, as it is the law of 
God. And therefore the obedience which, in any cafe, 
fan give eternal life, muft be abfolutely perfect, and 
without 
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without a {pot in the eyes of infinite purity. It is up. 
deniable, then, that in referring the young man to the 
divine nature, as the fource of all ye conceptions of 
the divine law, Jefus Chrift elevated the ftandard of 
moral rectitude as far above the decifions of Pharifaical 
teachers, as the wifdom, and greatnefs, and purity of 
God exceeded their ignorance, and littlenefs, and de. 
pravity; and the obedience which correfponds with tha 
ftandard, as far above their ideas of juftifying righte. 
oufnefs, as it ilefs perfection exceeded their attainments. 
With thefe fundamental principles of religious con- 
duct, the young Pharifee is fent to the moral law. If 
thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandments. The 
aniwer fprings out of the queftion. Hie had defired 
to know what good thing he fhould do to have eternal 
hife. . To ftrike into his foul the conviction of his own 
impotence to do any thing aright, ur Redeemer, 
with the clue he had jal g given hima, remits to the moral 
law. ‘“ You are anxious tod , foergeshiaser to merit eter- 
“© nal life. You need be atnolofs. Thereis ; enough 
“todo. The precepts of the decalogue furnifh abu- 
“© dance of work for your zeal. Keep the comiiant- 
‘< menis.’ Not that the Lord Jefus infinuated the 
poffibility of the law’s giving life toafinner. Ec only 
{tates its original power, an d the connection under which 
its covenant-promife of life was placed. It was «- 
dained unto ufes and life was to be obtained by keepiig 
the commandments. The Pharifee’s attention was call ed 
to this view of it, that from meafuring his obedien xce by 
its perfection, he might be fenfible of his prod ligiows fal- 
Jures—might fee'himfelf expofed to its penalty ; “his right 
to the promife of life forever forfeited; and his hope 
from the law forever blafted. Had he underftood the 
drift of our Lord’s difcourfe, his confidence would have 
been inftantly abafhed. But in the charadte riftic pre- 
jumption of a Pharifee, he hardily replies, 2// i. 
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ibings have I kept from amy yout thup. “If that be all, 
mafter, I am in no danger. JI have kept the com- 
« mandments ever fince | was capable of action; but 
« to put my title to eternal life bey yond fuf picion, lam 
“ willing to go farther, and todo more.” Je {us meets 
him on his own ground, and from his own mouth 
draws the conviction of his guilt. One of thole very 
commandments which he had boafted of keeping, is 
applied to ns con{cience in th 1e {piritua lity ot its ob- 
jigation. ‘ Since you have done fo well,” rejoins the 
Saviour, arguing on pd Own pri nciples $6 complete 
“ your character. Lf thou wilt be p perfect, co and fell 
“that thou heft, and give. to the poor? He who knew 
what was in man, knew | how to re ach the heart and to 
probe the core of corruption. To abftract his affec- 
tions from earth—to diftribute his wealth among the 
tsent-—to t che up the crofs, and rank with the dif- 
ciples of a de f{pifed and perfecuted mafter: this was 
too much. Not ithftandin ig his protepred — 
to do any thing which Jefus might require, he fhrunk 
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from fuch a felf. denying tet. When he beard that Jay- 
ing, he went away forrewful; for he bad great poffefjions. 
The love of the world was the darling fin of this 
fanctimonious felr- ees et: ; and that alone demonftrated 
that the love of the Lather was not in him. He could 
not quit the sens hanaal of tenia n, though the a 
native was to relinquiih treafure in heaven. Convicted 
of having broken ove of the commandments, that great 
comm2n dment t of the law, Thou fhalt love the Lord thy 

God with ALL THY HEART AND WITH ALL THY SOUL ‘9 
he might have juftly fufpeéted whether he had ever truly 

kept avy. Had he been rightly affected with the dif- 
covery, his humbled foul wena! have overfiown with 
gratitude to that kindnefs which unveiled this dreadful 
Celufion. He would have fallen p roftrate at the feet of 
bis benefactor, and liftened with r: ipture to his words of 
life. 
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life. Inftead of this, he turns away difappointed; he 
clings to his pelf; rejects the Saviour; and, with him, 
eternal bleflednels. 
This interefting paflage of fcripture furnifhes fevera] 
iapunae leffons. It teaches, 
. The pofibility and the danger of felf-deception, 
We are almoft always inthe wrong. Our fufpicions fall 
moft heavily where ‘they are leatt “juftifiable, and very 
gently where they are richly merited. Of our neighbour 
we can readily entertain an unfavourable opinion; while 
we as eafily accredit ourfelves for a large proportion of 
excellence. Multitudes, who live without God in the 
world, fuppofe themfelves to be faints, becaufe they 
are not villains; and-although ftrangers to the redemp- 
tion that 1s in Chrift Jefus, indulge, with the utmof 
fecurity, the hope of happinefs at laft. Even when they 
are in the grafp of death, and the folemnities of the 
world to come rife rapidly to their view, if you afk them 
what are their profpedts? and what the bafis of their 
hope? seus will reply, that * they have never commit: 
“‘ ted any crime; they have been fober, juft, humane, 
$s have | ie enmity againft any man; and therefore they 
“hope the Lord will have mercy upon them.” Even 
thofe whofe flagrant mifdeeds admit of no apology, 
labour to confole themfelves with their upright inten- 
tions. ‘* They have been betrayed into faults it is 
‘‘ true: But who are faultlefs? and, thank God, their 
“< Learts are good.” Nor is there any thing fhort of the 
grace of the Holy Ghoft, that will thoroughly convince 
them of their miftake and their folly. But know thou, 
whofoever thou art that readeft thefe lines, and truttett 
in thyfelf that thou art righteous, the day approaches 
in which the bail will fweep away thy refuge of lies. The 
Spirit of truth has declared, that thy heart, which thou 
believeft to be good, is deceitful above all things, and ae/- 


perately wicked. Nothing lefs than a new creation in 
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Chrift Jefus will fave thy foul. Thy pretenfions can 
hardly be higher than thofe of the Pharifee in the text; 
and yet he was “* reprobate filver:” Read his hiftory, 
and tremble! , 

2. Another leffon we learn from the fubject we have 
been contemplating, is the danger of miftaking decency 
for religion, and natural tempers for heavenly graces. 

Mild and gentle SUPORTOASS {weet, affable, obliging 
conduct, efpecially if accompanied with outward blame- 
lefinefs, operate, witha bewit ching charm, on the minds 
of men. Where thefe are found in any confiderable 
degree, many feem to imagine that they are necefarily 
connected with a title to heaven, and that God would be 
cruel and unjuft were he to refufe fuch fuperior beings 
admiffion to the joys of hisprefence. And hence it is that 
in ordinary elegiac productions, thefe qualities are cele- 
brated in ftrains even of enthufiaftic admiration, and 
their poffefior placed, without hefitation, in the abodes 
of the blefled. But the Lord feeth not as man feeth: 
for man looketh on the outward appearance, Lut the Lord 
looketh on the heart. Natural tempers, however pre- 
cious, are not that holine/s, without which no men fhall 
fee the Lord. They qualify for adorning the fociety of 
earth, but far higher qualifications are neceflary for 
the fociety of jut men made perfec?. ‘The young Pharifee 
had many of the former, but he had no part in Chirift. 

3. A third leffon we are taught by the text, 1s the 
corrupting influence of w orldly, profperity, This ts 
the inftruction which our Lord himfelf drew from the 
example of the Pharifee. Its allurements are great; 
to moft minds they are irrefiftible. But it is encom- 
pafied, on every fide, with the fnares of death. It fills 
the heart with pride; and leffens its fenfe of dependence 
upon God—lIt embarrafles the affections with a thou- 
fand unholy entanglements; and augments the catalorue 
of duties, while, in multiplying the means of gratifica- 
f10Nn, 
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tion, it increafes the difficulty of felf-denial. Reader, 
if thou haft great wealth, and art noChriftian, thy cafe is 
peculiarly critical, and marvellous grace will it be that 
refcues thee from the bonds with which agreeable temp- 
tations enflave thy foul. If thou arta Chriftian, and 
yet rich tn this world, thou haft need ofa double portion 
of the {pirit to preferve and invigorate the life of grace 
within thee. Large communications from the fulnefs 
that is in Chrift Jefus, mutt keep thee fpiritua!ly mind- 
ed, and enable thee to live as one whofe treafure, whofe 
hope, whofe home are in heaven. If thouart a Chrittian, 
and in ftraitened circumiftances, do not repine. Thy 
father fees what is heft for thee, and gives it. It is better 
to. be poor in this world, and rich in faith, than to be rich 
in this world, and poor in faith. W . though thou 
haft not heaps of gold? Thou hatt the affurance of 
a better inheritance. “Thou art an heir of Gop, and 
a FELLOW-HEIR WITH CHRIST IN GLORY.— 

4. We learn the true ufe of the moral law in tts ap- 
plication to the coniciences of finners. 

It is not to encourage in them a hope of gaining 
heaven by their fincere obedience, but to {mite with 
death every legal hope. The fpirituality and the extent 
of its obligations, when born powerfully upon the heart, 
fhew a finful man that his beft obedience and the !aw’s 
requirements are as diftant from each other as the poles, 
It is nothing but grofs ignorance of the nature of moral 
pueity; :0 of our own moral inability, and of our con- 
nection with the law as a broken covenant, which creates 

ne infatuated expectation, that ‘¢ if we do as well as 
“ we can, a metciful God will afk no more, but ee 

receive us into his favour.” Paul was of a a 
different judgment. By the works of the law foat! 29 


ficlo be juftified, FOR BY THE LAW IS THE KNOWLEDGE 


OF SIN. .Lhe great ul ie of the law, then, is to CONVINCE 
or sin. To thew the ofender that he ts uncer its penal- 
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ty, and that it can-do nothing but cursehim. Thus 
it is a /choolmajfter to bring us unto Chrift. To teach us, 
that without His righteoufnefs we perifh ; and happy are 
they whom, through the ble fling of the Holy Ghoft, it 
impels to the Saviour, and \ ho find him, by delightful 
experience, to be the end of ihe law for rightecujne/s to 
every one that believeth, ° 
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Authentic Memoirs of the Converfion of a Negro. 


[ From No. 1X. of the Pious Conductor. } 


OME years ago an Enghith gentleman, by a parti- 
cular providence, had occafion to be in North-Ame- 
rica, where, among other adventures, the follo-ving 
circumftance occurred to him, which is related in his 


own words. ; 535 
“¢ Every day’s obfervation convinces me that the chil- 


dren of God are made fo by his own {pecial grace and 
power, and that all means, whether more or lef, are 
equally effectual with him, whenever he is pleafed to 
employ them for converfion. 

“ In one of my excurfions, while I-was at the pro- 
vince of New-York, I was walking by myfelf over a 
confiderable plantation, aimufed with its hufbandry, and 
comparing it with that of my own country, t:ll l came 
within a little diftance of a middle-aged Negro, who 
was tilling the cround. I felt a ftrong inclination, un- 
ufual with me, to converfe with him. After afking him 
fome little queftions about his work, which he an{wered 
very fenfibly, I wifhed him to tell me, whether his ftate 
of flavery was not difagreeable to him, and whether he 
would not gladly exchange it for his liberty? ‘* Maffah 
(faid he, looking very ferioufly upon me,) I have wife 
and children; my mafiah takes care of them, and I hav 

; a 


O 


0 


th 
mo, 2. j n 


= 





irs THE UNITED STATES 


no care to provide any thing; I have a good maf}. 
who teach me to read; and I read good book, that 
makes me happy.” I am glad, replied I, to hear yoy 
fay fo; and pray what is the good book you read? 
‘* ‘The Bible, maffah, God’s own good book.” Do you 
underitand, friend, as well as read this book? for man 

can read the words well, who cannot get hold of the true 
and good fenfe. ‘* Omaffah! fays he, I read the book 
much before I underftand, but at laft I felt pain in 
my heart; I found things in the book that cut me to 
pieces.” Aye, faid I, and what things were they? 
‘© Why, maffah, I found that I had bad heart, maffah, 
a very bad heart indeed: I felt pain, that God would 
deflroy me, becaufe I was wicked, and’ done nothing as 
I fhould do. God was holy, and I was very vile 
and naughty; fo I could have nothing from him but 
fre and brimftone in hell.”? In fhort, he entered into 
a full account ot his convictions of fin, which were 
indeed as deep and piercing as any I had ever heard 
of; and what fcriptures came to his mind, which he 
had read, that both probed him to the bottom of his 
finful heart, and were made the means of light and com- 
fort to his foul. I then inquired of him, what miniftry 
or means he made ufe of? and found that his mafter 
was a Quaker, a plain fort of man, who had taught his 
flaves to read, but who had not, however, ever converfed 
with this Negro upon the ftate of his foul. I atk- 
ed him hikewife, how he got comfort under all this trial? 
“© mafiah! fays he, it was Chrift gave me comfort 
by his dear word. He bade me come unto him, nd 
he would give me reft, for I was very weary and heavy 
laden.” And here he went through a line of the mott 
precious texts in the Bible, fhewing me, by his artlels 
comment upon them as he went along, what grcat things 
God had done in the courfe of fome years for his foul. 
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and the analogy of the Bible, than he had been, or in 
his fituation could eafily be, I had a mind to try how 
far a fimple, untutored experience, gracioufly given 
without the ufual means, could carry a man from {ome 
fpeculative errors: and I therefore afked him feveral 

ueftions about the merit of works, the juftification of 
afinner, the power of grace, and the like. Town I was 
as much aftonifhed at, as I admired, the {weet fpirit 
and fimplicity of his anfwers, with the heavenly wifdom 
that God had put into the mind of this Negro. His 
difcourfe, flowing merely from the richnefs of grace, 
with a tendernefs and expreffion far ‘“* beyond the reach 
of art,” perfectly charmed me. On the other hand, my 
entering into all his feelings, together with an account 
tohim, which he had never heard before, that thus and 
thus the Lord in his mercy dealt with all his children, 
and had dealt with me, drew ftreams of joyful tears 
down his black face, that we looked upon each other, 
and talked with that inexpreflible glow of Chriftian af- 
fection, that made me more than ever believe, what I 
have often too thoughtlefsly profefled to believe, the 
communion of faints. I fhall never forget, how the poor 
excellent creature feemed to hang upon my lips, and to 
eat my very words, when I enlarged upon the love of 
Chrift to poor finners, the free bounty and tender mercy 
of God, the frequent and delightful fenfe he gives of 
his prefence, the faith he beftows in his promifes, the 
vittories this faith is enabled to get over trials and 
temptations, the joy and peace in believing, the hope 
in life and death, and glorious expediation of 1mmor- 
tality.—TFo have taken off his eager, delighted, ani- 
mated air and manner, would have been a mafter-piece 
for a Reynolds. He had never heard fuch difcourfe, 
nor found the opportunity of hearing it before. He 
feemed like a man who had been thrown into a new 


World, and at length had found company. Though 
my 
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my converlation lafted at leaft two or three hours, | 
icarce ever enjoyed the happy {wiftnefs of time fo {weetly 
in all my life. We knew not how to part. He would 
accompany mie as far as he might; and I felt, for my 
part, fuch a delight in the artlefs, favoury, folid, un- 
affected experience of this dear foul, that I could have 
een glad to fee him often then, or to fee his like at any 
time now. But my fituation rendered this impoffible, 
I therefore took an affectionate adieu, with an ardour 
equal to the warmeft and the moft ancient friendthip, 
tellinc him, that neither the colour of his body, nor 
the condition of his prefent life, could prevent him 
from being my dear brother in our dear Saviour; and 
that, though we muft part now, never to fee cach other 
again any more in this world, I had no doubt of our 
having another joyful mecting in our Father’s home, 
vhere we fhall live together, and love one another 
throughout a long and a happy eternity. ‘* Amen, 
Amen, my dear maflah: God blefs you, and poor me 
too, for ever and ever.” If I had been an angel from 
heaven, he could not have received me with more evi- 
dent delight than he did; nor could I have confidered 
him with a more fympathetic regard, if he had beena 
Jong-known Chriitian of the good old fort, grown up 
into my affections in the courfe of many years.” 


IT is written in the Scriptures, and fulfilled in the ex- 
perience of real Chriftians, They /hall all be taught of God. 
Ifa. vi. 45. The teaching of God the Spirit, by the 
word, was moft evident in the cafe of this poor Negro. 
The word of God was the inftrument of his regenera- 
tion, Jamesi. 18. By this, as he expreffed himfelt, he 
was brought to feel pain in his heart—to fear that God 
would deftroy him—to fee the badnefs of his heart— 
to ize the evil of all his agtions; in fhort, to become 
2 true penitent. It was alfo from the word of God 
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that he derived comfort. The promife of reft to the 
weary and heavy laden, was precious to his foul; it was 
« Chrift who gave him comfort by his dear w ord,” and 
thus being made happy by reading ‘* God’s own good 
book,” his mind was reconciled to his ftation, and he 
lived contente di in the loweft flate of fervitude. 

Reader, this Negro was a Chriftian, a Bible Chrif- 
tian. He had not indeed the outward form of godli- 
nefs, but he had the power. How is it with you? 
You were born in a Chriftian country—have read the 
Bible—have beard the gofpel; but what have you felt ? 
You have the form; but where is the power ?—Let 
con{cience anfwer the important queftion | 

On the ie - us obferve the honour that God 
puts on the ufe of his holy word; let us be thankful 
that we have it In our own ‘Geer tongue; and let us 
read, and recommend the reading of it, ‘with increafi ing 
diligence. 


-—_—_-—_—-— — Se 





For the United States Chriftian Magazine. 
THOUGHTS ON FAMILY GOVERNMENT 


HE welfare and good order of fociety require a 
precedency fomewhere, without fuppofing gthe high- 

eit degree of wifdom or excellency in thofe who pre fide, 
An equal or higher degree of both may be found in 
others ; yet, without ‘shardination, even in fuch cir- 
cumftances, fociety could not fubfift. Adam took this 
precedency from feniority. The fall gave rife to other 
claims, by which it was confirmed and extended. Eve 
yielded him this as a debt due to good order, and 
effential in the prefent fate to the welfare of fociety. 
There 
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There is then as much reafon for the precept, 
<* Wives fubmit yourfelves unto your own hufbands, 
** as unto the Lord,” as for the precept, “* Children 
*¢ obey your parents,” or for the precept, ‘‘ Obey ma- 
<< oiftrates.”” Thechild in fome inftances may havea 
better capacity, and more wifdom than the parent, or 
the fubject than the magiftrate;, yet thefe precepts remain 
in force, and cannot be violated without manifeft difor- 
der. In capacity aud wifdom the wife alfo may excel, 
This, however, does not alter an inftitution Originating 
in the prefent ftate of fociety, and productive of its wel- 
fareand harmony. Difputing this point is no evidence 
of that fuperior capacity and wifdom which in many in- 
frances muft be allowed. Government of every kind 
proceeds on certain principles. Prudent perfons wili fee 
the neceflity of rendering thefe firm and operative. Dif 
guife or weaken them, and anarchy, with its direful 
train, will make dreadful inroads. The commands of 
{cripture upon fubjects, children, or wives, may eafily 
be vindicated, as neceffary for the good order of tociety, 
acainft the f{neer of fools on the one hand, or on th 
other hand, againft every fuppofed infinuation, implied 
or exprefied, of fome defect, in capacity or wifdom, be- 
longing to thofe upon whom fuch commands are laid. 


a} EIRENE. 
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Remarks en the extent and province of Human Reafon i# 
Matters of Religion. 


No. IT. 


E have already pointed out three of thofe mif- 
takes, into which the advocates for the fupreme 


and unlimited guidance of human reafon are apt to fail. 
There 
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There are fome others which remain to be noticed, and 
which fhall be comprized in the prefent number. 

4. Anerror of high importance here, and which appears 
to be almoft univerfal among infidels, is, their not pro- 
perly diftinguifhing between the light of nature, or the 
powers of reafon, ftrictly fo called, and the light of revela- 
tion. They i imagine, that all thofe e principles which we 
now arrange as parts of the fyftem of natural religion, 
are the dictates of unaffiifted reafon. But do they not rhere 
affume more than can juftly be granted? Do they not 
afcribe to the light of nature much of that information 
concerning God and his will, which revelation only has 
given? There is ground to believe, that no people 
under heaven, however barbarous and ignorant, are 
wholly deftitute of revealed light on this fubjectt. The 
knowledge firft communicated to Adam, in his original 
ftate of innocence, concerning divine things, has pro- 
bably been tranfmitted through him to all his defcen- 
dants, and preferved, by tradition, in 2 greater or{maller 
degree, until this day. In fome of the more rude and 
barbarous nations, this tradition appears to have been 
almoft worn out, and to have few diftinct traces re- 
maining. In others its veftiges are more numerous and 
plain, and its practical effects more vifible. 

That fuch 1s the real fource of that {mall portion of 
light eeerene God and futurity, which fome pagan 
nations poffefs, is highly probable from feveral confider- 
ations. Befides the reafonablenefs of the thing itfelf, 
which, confidered oo is evident, we find that many 
fuch nations divide their time into weeks of feven days 
each; offer facrifice for fin; and receive feveral other cuf- 
toms, which we can fearcely account for upon any other 
principle, than their derivation from the firft parents of 
ourrace. Again, itis evident, ona comparative view of 
thefe nations, ‘that the moft improv e Fiat polifhed among 
them have not, in all cafes, made the preateft ac vances 
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in rational theology ; but that, in fome inftances, the mo# 
favage appear to have entertained as juf, if not more 
juft ideas on this interefting fubject, than thofe who 
were moft highly refined in letters and fcience. The 
favages of our weftern wildernefs deviate lefs from the 
truth, and adopt fewer monftrous abfurdities, in religion, 
than difgraced the philofophic Greeks and Romans, 
From this remarkable fact, the inferences are plain— 
that men derive their notions of God and a future ftate 
from fome other fourcé, than the gradual improvement 
of reafon; that what is called progrefs in civilization, of- 
ten adulterates the religious principles of a people; and 
therefore, that the beft ideas which pagan nations have 
of religion, are derived not from the unaided efforts of 
their own minds, but from ¢tradition.—{f this reaioning 
be admitted, it will follow, that much, if not the whole 
of that feeble light and knowledge which many in the 
heathen world pofiefs of God and his will, 1s not to be 
confidered the offspring of reafon, but may fairly be 
traced to the firft of all God’s revelations to man. 

5. Another miftake into which our opponents con- 
tinually fall, is, the not making a proper diftinction 
between the intellectual and moral powers of the human 
mind: or, in other words, they forget that rea/on and 
religion—fcientific knowledge, and helinefs, are different 
things. Were we to admit the entire fuffictency oi 
reafon as our guide to perfection and happinets, tt 
would neceflarily follow, that he whofe reafon is mott 
cultivated, would alfo be the moft holy, or the bett 
man. But is this really the cafe? Do we actually 
find, that the greateft advances in intelleétual improve: 
ment, and in {peculative knowledge, are accom pane 
with a proportionable eminence in moral worth! No 
one will contend forthe affirmative. On the contrary; 
we daily meet with men whofe intellectual acquirements, 
taken alone, would raife them to the bigheft rank 
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fociety, degraded to the loweft, and ren ide red completely 


infamous by their want of nor: a principle. Nay, in- 
fances now and then occur, of men whote natural facul- 


7°? 
ins'ace 


ties are, beyond meafure, acute sichd powerful; while, 
at the fame time, with regard to all mora! kind lera- 
tions, they are mere devils in human form, While, 
on the other hand, there are many who, though ead 
unacquainted with the arts of reafoning, exhibit a lif 
and converfation of the m oft an niable and exe sanplens 
kind. 

From thefe facts we neceflarily conclude—that reafon, 
ftrictly {peaking, or mere intellefual difcernment, can- 
not do every thing for man—that there muft be fome- 
thing befides — to cleanfe the polluted recefies of 
a vitiated heart; to curb an irregular appetite; and 
to reftrain the : enpeventii of paffion. They teach us, 
that improvement in reafon, and in religion, belongs to 
entirely different {pheres; that, for the moft part, they 
employ different powers of the human mind; and that 
they reft upon an eflentially different foundation. Nay, 
thefe facts undoubtedly prove, that fome fuch provi- 
fion muft be made as we find in the Chriftian fyitem for 
the energy of divine operations, and the influence of 
the Holy Spirit, to purify the foul, and, through this 
medium, to regulate the outward conduét. 

6. Once more; another very frequent miftake lies 
in confidering and treatin g as contrary to reafon, every 
thing that is above it. Iti is, indeed, extremely difficult 
to draw a diftiné& and definite line here, or rather, it 1s, 
perhaps, impoffible for any infinite being to do this. 
But furely it is unphil lofophical, to fay the leaft, to pro- 
nounce, that every thing ‘which we cannot comprehend 
isabfurd; orthatev ery thing beyondourcircle of vi ifion, 
is deformed and unwor thy of regard. What would be 
thought of him who fhould deny the doétrine of gra- 
Vitation, becaufeit fur pafies the i nits of his unde itend-- 
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ing, and baffles his moft painful refearch ? What woufi 


a modern philofopher fay to one, who fhould rejed, as 
fabulous, fome of thofe furprifing faéts in electrical and 
chemical fcience, which the experiments of the prefent 
day exhibit in the moft plain and unequivocal manner? 
He would tell him, that he decided precipitately, and 
that he muft learn fomething more of the laws of na- 
ture, before he could be an adequate judge of her ope. 
rations—he would tell him, that though thefe facts can- 
not be accounted for by any of the laws of matter with 
which he was acquainted, yet there are others lying 
out of his view, of which they are the necefiary refult, 
‘Thus it is with moral truth, and the various grand fub. 
jects of which revelation treats. We may hattily pro- 
‘nounce certain doétrines incompatible with the divine 
character, and oppofite to the reafon and nature of 
things; when a more enlarged acquaintance with the di- 
vine character, and with the different relations of things, 
would fatisfy us of their reafonablenefs and reality. We 
may entertain prejudices againft particular truths, when, 
did we know all, it would be found, that thefe preju- 
dices {pring from the moft narrow and illiberal views; 
that their apparent oppofition to reafon arifes only from 
our not knowing what true reafon is; and that our whole 
miftake is founded on ignorance. 

Many more miftakes might be enumerated, which 
materially affect the queftion before us, and which, tt 
is apprehended, lead to erroneous conclufions. The 
limits, however, to which this paper is confined, forbid 
a more minute detail. What have been mentioned may 
ferve 23 a fpecimen. N. 
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A Sketch of the Life and Charaéer of Joun Wirner- 
spoon, D.D. L.L.D. Prefident of Princeton College. 
Extratied froma Sermon, preached on the Occafion of bis 
Death, by Joun Rovcers, D.D. fenior Minifter of the 
United Prefbyterian Churches in the City of New-York. 


HIS great man was defcended from a -refpectable 
parentage, which had long poflefled a confidera- 

ble landed property inthe eaft of Scotland. His-father 
was minifter of the parifh of Yefter, a few miles from 
Edinburgh, where he was born on the-fifth day of Fe- 
bruary, 1722.* This worthy man was eminent for his 
piety, his literature, and for a habit of extreme accura- 
cy, in all his writings and difcourfe. His example 
contributed not a little to form in his fon that tafte and 
that love of accuracy, united with a noble fimplicity, 


for which he was fo diftinguifhed through his whole 
Jife. 


* Dr. Witherfpoon was lineally defcended from that eminent 
man of God, the Rev. Mr. John Knox, whom Dr. ‘Robertfon 
ftiles, ** The prime inftrument of fpreading and eftablifhing the 
reformed religion in Scotland.” The genius, learning, piety, zeal, 
and intrepidity of this great man, rendered him fingularly qualified 
for the diftinguifhed part he bore in that interefting event. Itis 
recorded of Marv, Queen of Scots, that fhe faid, ** She was more 
afraid of John Knox’s pravers, than of an army of ten thoufand 
men.” Worn out by inceffant labours, he died on the 27th day 
of November, 1572, in the 67th vear of his age. The Earl of 
Morton, then Regent of Scotland, who attended his funerai, pro- 
nounced his eulogium in a few words; the more honourable for 
Mr. Knox, fays the above hiftorian, as they came from one whom 
he had often cenfured, with peculiar feverity; ‘* Here lies he who 
never feared the face of man.” Mr. Knox’s daughter Elizabeth 
Married the famous Mr. John Welfh, who ftrongly refembled his 
father-in-law in genius, charaéter, and ufefulnefs in the church: 
And in this line Dr. Witherfpoon defcended from this honourable 
anceftry. 
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life. F14e was fent, very yonng, to the public fchool at 
Haddington: His father fpared neither expence nop 
pains in his education. ‘There he foon acquired repu- 
tation for his affiduity in his ftudies, and for a native 
foundnefs of ju loment, and clearnefs and quic knefs of 
conce ption, among his {chool-fellows: many of whom 
have fince filled the higheit itations in the literary and 
political world. | 

At the age of fourteen, he was removed to the uni. 


verfity of 5 dinburg@h. Here he continued, attending 
the d ifferent prot efiors, wit hh a high degree of credit, 
in all the branches of learning, until the ace of twen- 
ty-one, when he was licenfed to preach the Gofpel. In 
the t theological hall, particularly, he was ren arked for a 
moft judicious tatte ; in facred critici{m, and fora precifion 
of idea and perfpicuity of expreffion, rarely attained at 
that early period. 

Immediately on his leaving the univerfity, he was 
invited to be affitant minif@er with his father, with the 
right of fucceffion to the charge. But he chofe rather 
to accept an invitation from the parifh of Beith, in the 
weft of Scotland. Here ke was ordained to the work 
of the gofpel miniftry, and fettled with the univerfal 
acquiefcence, and even with the fervent attachment of 
the people: A circumftance which, uncer. the patronage 
that unhappily exifts in that church, is but too ra rely 
the cafe in the fettiement oftheir clergy. His character 
as a preacher, which rendered him fo acceptable and 
popular, will come more naturally before us in another 
place. Leet it fuffice to remark here, that, always in- 
terefting and inftructive in the pulpit, he was af{fiduous 
in the difcharge of eyery parochial d uty when out of it. 
And his pene ng generally turned on thofe great, dit- 
tinguifhing, mr pradtical truths of the gc ofpel, which, 
in every Chri tia: country, moft affe ct AOR attach the 
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From Beith he was, after a few years, tranflated to 
the large and fi ourithing town of Paifley, fo celebrated 
for its various and fine manufad cures, — he refided 
in the height of reputation and ufefulnefs; and rivetted 
in the affe@ions of his people, and his fellow-citizens, 
when he was called to the prefidency of this college. 

During his refidence at Paifley, he was invited to 
Dublin, in Ireland, to affume the charge of a nume- 
rous and refpectable congregation in that city. He 

was alfo called to Rotterdam, in the Repub lic of the 
United Provinces—and to the town of Du ndee, in his 
own country. But he could not be induced to quit a 
{phere of {uch refpectability, comfort, and ufefulnefs. 
He rejected alfo, i in the firft inftance, the invitation of 
the truftees of this collece. He thoucht it almoft im- 
poftib sle for him to break connections at home, that had 
been fo long endeared to him—to violate all the attach- 
ments and habits of the female part of his family—to 
leave the fcene of his happinefs and honour—and, in 
his middle career, to bury himielf, as he apprehended, 
ina new and diftant country. 

But war mly urged by all thof friends whofe judg- 
ment he moft refpected, and whofe friendfhip he moft 
efteemed—and hoping that he might repay his facri- 
fices, by greater ufefulnefs to the caufe of the Redeem- 
er, and to the interefts of learning, in this new world— 
and knowing that this inftitution had been confecrated, 
from its foundation, to thofe great objects to which he 
had devoted his life, he finally confented, on a fecond 
application, to wave every other confideration, to cro{s 
the ocean, and to take among us that important charge 
to which he had been called, with the concurrent wifhes, 
and the highe{t expectations, of all the friends of the 
college.* Their expectations have not been difappoint- 


ed, 


* Dr. Witherfpoon arrived with his family at Princeton tn the 
fronth of Aveuft, 1768. He was the fixth Prefident of the Col- 
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ed. Its reputation and fuccefs, under his adminiftratton, 
have been equal to our moft fanguine hopes. 

Almoft the firft benefit which it received, befides 
the eclat, and the acceffion of ftudents, procured to 
ae it by the fame of his literary character, was the aug- 
4 Mentation of itsfunds. “Ihe college has never enjoyed 

any refources from the ftate. It was founded, and has 

been fupported, wholly by private liberality and zeal.* 

4\nd its finances, from a variety of caufes, were ina low 
ae and declining condition, at the period when Dr. Wi. 
therfpocn arrived in America. But his reputation ex- 
cited an uncommon liberality in the public; and his 
perfonal exertions, extended from Maffachufetts to Vir- 
ginia, {oon raifed its funds to a flourithing ftate. The 
eas war of the revolution, indeed, afterwards, proftrated 
A every thing, and almoft annihilated its refources; yet 
we cannot but with gratitude recollect, how much the 
inftitution owed, at tuat time, to his enterprize and his 
talents. 

But the principal advantages it derived, were from 
his literature; his fuperintendency; his example as 2 
happy model of good writing; and from the tone and 
tafte which he gave to the literary purfuits of the col- 
lege. 

In giving the outlines of the character of this great 
mian, for | attempt no more, I fhall begin with obferv- 
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ce ing, that perhaps his principal merit appeared in the 
eee pulpit. 
Pe eats Jege fince its foundation, inthe vear 1746. His predeceffors were, _ 
Page the Kev. Mefirs. Fonathaw Dickenfon, Aaron Burr, Jonathan Ed- 
ey wards, Samuel Davies, and Dr. Samuel binley—men defervedly 
i celebrated for genius, learning, and piety. Mr. Dickenfon and 
ie Wr. Edwards were advanced tn life when chofen to the prefidency. 
ree Not long before Dr. Witherfpoon left Scotland, and while 1n 


fufpence refpecting his dutv, a gentleman, poffeffed of a confider- 
able property, an old bachelor, and a relation of the family, 
promifed to make him his heir, if he would not go to America. 
* Since the above was written, the legiflature of New-Jerity 
kave made a donation to the college. 
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pulpit. He was, in many refpects, one of the the beft 
models on which a young preacher could form himfelf. 
It was a fingular felicity to the whole college, but efpe- 
cially to thofe who had the profeffion of ‘the minifiry in 
view, to have fuch an example conftantly before them. 
Religion, by the manner in which it was treated by 
him, always commanded the refpect of thofe who heard 
him, even when it was not able to engage their hearts. 
An admirable textuary, a profound theologian, perfpi- 
cuous and fimple in his manner; an univerfal {cholar, 
acquainted deeply with human nature; a grave, dioni- 
fied, and folemn fpeaker, he brought all the advan- 
tages derived from theie fources to the illuftration and 
enforcement of divine truth. ‘Though not a fervent 
and animated orator,* he was always a folemn, affect- 
ing, and inftructive preacher. It was impoffible to 
hear him without attention, or to attend to him with- 
out improvement. ie had a happy talent at unfolding 
the {trict and proper meaning of the facred writer, in 
any text from which he chole to difcourfe,; at concen- 
trating and giving perfect unity to every fubjeét which 
he treated; and prefenting to the hearer the moit clear 
and comprehenfive views of it. Eis fermons were dif- 
_ tinguifhed for their judicious and perfpicuous divifions 

| -—SOr 


* A peculiar affection of his nerves, which always overcame 
him when he allowed himfelf to feel very fervently on any fub- 
ject, obliged him, from his earlieft eutrance on public life. to im- 
pofe a ftrict reftraint and guard upon his fenfibility. Ele was, 
therefore, under the neceflity of fubfituting gravity and feriout- 
nefs of manner, in public {peaking, in the room of that fire and 
warmth, of which he was well capable, by nature; and which he 
fo much admired in others, when managed with prudence. 

He never read his fermons, or ufed fo much as fhort notes, in 
the pulpit. His praétice was, to write his fermons at {fuil length, 
and commit them to memery; but not confine hk imtelf to the pre- 
cife words he had penned. He often took great liberties, iu the 
delivery of his difcourles, ro alter, add to, or abridge what he had 
Written; but this never infringed upon the ftricteft accuracy. 
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—for mingling profound remarks on human life, along 
with the illuftration of divine truth—and for the lucid 
order that reigned through the whole. In his dif. 
courfes, he loved to dwell chiefly on the great dotrines 
of divine grace, and on the diftinguifhing truths of the 
gofpel. Thefe he brought, as far as poffible, to the 
level of every underftanding, and the feeling of every 
heart. He feldom-chofe to lead his hearers into {pe- 
culative difcuffions, and never to entertain them by a 
mere difplay of talents. All oftentation in the pulpit 
he viewed with the utmoft averfion and contempt. 
During the whole of his prefidency, he was extremely 
folicitous to train thofe ftudious youths, who had the 


miniftry of the gofpel in view, in fuch a manner as to 


? 


fecure the greatett refpe@tability, as well as ufefulnefs, 
in that holy profeffion. It was his conftant advice to 
young preachers, never to enter the pulpit without the 
mott careful preparation. It was his ambition and 
his hope to render the facred miniftry the moft learned, 


as well as the moft pious and exemplary body of men 
in the Republic. 

As a writer, his ftile 1s fimple and comprehenfive— 
his remarks judicious, and often refined—his informa- 
tion, on every fubje&t which he treats, accurate and ex- 
tenfive—his matter always weighty and important— 
clofely condenfed, and yet well arranged and clear. Sim- 
plicity, perfpicuity, precifion, comprehenfion of thought, 


and knowledge of the world, and of the human heart, 


eign in every part of his writings. Three volumes of 
effays, and two volumes of fermons, befides feveral de- 
tached difcourfes, already publifhed—and treating chief 
ly on the important and practical fubjeéts in religion— 
have defervedly extended his reputation not only through 
Britain, Ireland, and America, but through moftt of the 
proteftant countries of Europe. His remarks on the 
: : r a. . eee ' in } 22 } y ’ to the 

nature and effects of the tlage, enter deeply into t 
humar 
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human heart.. We find there many refined obferva- 
tions, after the example of the Mefiicurs de Port-Royal 


ink rance, not obvious to orainary minds, but pe rfecily 
founded in the hiftory of man, and the flate of fociety. 


ry’ - Sioa ‘ = . cf 1 s [ } 
The pernicious influence of that smufement on the 
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clearly elucidated. On the followine interefting fub- 
jects, t the nature and neceffiity of regenera on— Fuyfeification 

“ — 


/ 
bt 
7 
~ 
} 

- 


by free grace, through Fefus C brife, anc phe importance oj 
iruth in religion s or the connexion that fubji ‘hs between 
found pr ples and a holy praéice, there is, perhaps, 
nothing fuperior in the E nglifh language. But Dr. 

Witherfpoon’s cule nts were various. He was not only 

a ferious writer, but he poficf ed a fund of refined hu- 
mour, and delicate fatire. A happy fpecimen of this 
is feen in his Keclefaftical Charageriftics. “The edge of 
his wit, in that performance, was directed a gainkt certain 
corruptions, in principle and practice, prevalent in the 
church of Scotland. And no attack that was ever made 
upon them, gave them fo deep a wound, or was fo 
feverely es Dr. Warburton, ‘the celebrated pifhop 
of Gloucefter, mentions the Characteriflics with parti- 
cular approbation, and expreffes his with, that th 
ith c] eck, as fhe needed too, had hkewiie fuch acor- 
rector. 

This may be the proper p lace to mention his genera 
character, as a member of the councils and courts of the 
church, and the part particularly that oe took in the 
ecclefiaftical politics of his native country. Thechurch 
of Scot! aos was Givided into two parties, with re 
to. their ideas of ecclefiattical difeipline. The one was 

willing to confirm, and even extend the rights of patroz- 
oo. other wi 
leaft lymit them, anc it 
of the people, in the fettlemen and removal of minif- 
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and thearticles-of religion, in all their ftriétnefs, as con- 
tained in their rational confeffion of faith. The forme; 
were willing to allow a greater latitude of opinion; and 
they preached in a ftile that feemed to the people lefs 
evangelical, and lefs affecting to the heart and confcience, 
than that of their opponents. In their concern, like- 
wife, to exempt the clergy of their party from the un- 
reafonable effects of popular caprice, they too frequently 
protected them againft the juft complaints of the peo- 
ple. Thefe were ftiled moderate men, while their anta- 
gonifts were diftinguifhed by the name of the orthodox. 
Dr. Witherfpoon, in his church politics, early and 
warimly embraced the fide of the orthodox. This he 
did from conviction, and a fenfe of duty; and, by de- 
grees, acquired fuch an influence in their councils, that 
he was confidered at length as their head and leader. 
Before he had acquired this influence, their councils were 
managed without union and addrefs, while the meafures 
of the moderate party had, foralong time, been conducted 
bv fomeof the greateft literary characters in the nation. 
It bad happened aniong the orthodox, as it often does 
among {crupulous and confcientious men, who are not 
verfed in the affairs of the world, that each purfued in- 
flexibly his own opinion, as the dictate of an honeft con- 
{cience. He could not be induced to make any mod? 
fcation of it, in order to accommodate it to the views 
of others. He thought that all addrefs and policy, was 
ufing too much management with confcience.. Hence 
refulted difunion of meafures, and confequent defeat— 
But Dr, Witherfpoon’s enlarged mind did not refute to 
combine she wifdom of the ferpent with the harmlefnt/s 
of the deve. He had, probably, the principal ment of 
creating among them union, and harmony of defign; o 
concentrating their views, and giving {fyftem to their 
operations. One day, after carrying fome important 
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queftions in the general affembly, againft the celebrated 
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Dr. Robertfon, who was at that time confidered as the 
leader of the oppofite party, the latter faid to him, ina 

leafant and eafy manner, ‘‘ I think you have your men 
“‘ better difciplined than formerly.” ‘* Yes (replied 
« Dr. Witherfpoon) by urging your politics too far, 
“you have compelled us to beat you with your own 
46 weapons.” 

We have feen him in our own church judicatories, 
in America, always upright in his views—remarkable 
for his punctuality in attending upon them—and able 
to feize, at once, the right point of view on every quef- 
tion—able to difentangle the moft embarrafled fubjects 
—clear and conclufive in his reafonings—and from habit 
in bufinefs, as well as froma peculiar foundnefs of judg- 
ment, always conducting every difcuffion to the moft 
{peedy and decifive termination. ‘The church has cer- 
tainly loft, in him, one of her greateft lights; and, if I 
may ufe the term in -ecclefiaftical affairs, one of her 
greateft politicians. 

Before entering on his talents as a prefident, fufter 
me, in a fentence or two, to call to your mind his focial 
qualities. When not engaged in the great and ferious 
bufineffes of life, he was one of the moft companionable 
of men. Furnifhed with a rich fund of anecdote, both 
amufing and inftructive, his moments of relaxation were 
as entertaining as his ferious ones were fraught with 
improvement. One quality remarkable, and highly de- 
ferving imitation in him, was.Ais attention to young per- 
fons. He never fuffered an opportunity to efcape him 
of imparting the moft ufeful advice to them, according 
to their circumftances, when they happened to be in his 
company. And this was always done in fo agreeable 
a way, that they could neither be inattentive to it, nor 
Was it poffible to forget it. 

_ Qn his domeftic virtues I fhall only fay, he was an 
affe@tionate hufband, a tender parent, and a kind maf- 


fers; 
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ter; to which I may add, he was a fincere and a warm 
friend..—But, I haften to confider him as a {cholar, and 
a director of the fyftem of education in the college 

An univerfal fcholar himfelf, he endeavoured to cffa- 
blith the fyfem of education, in this inftitution, upon 
the mot extenfive and refpectable bafis, that its fitua- 
tion and its finances would adnuit. Formerly , the courfe 
of inftruction had been too fuperficial ; and its metaphiy- 
fics and phil ofephy were too much tinctured with the 
dry and uninitructive forms of the fchools. This, how- 
ever, Was by no means to be imputed as a de fe ect, to 
thofe creat and excellent men, w ia had prefided over 

the nftit tution before ao but rather to the recent ori- 
gin of the country —th me fetti on of its {tate of 

Since his 
prefide *ncy, mathemati ‘cal {cience siete received an exten- 
fion, that was not aan n before in the American femi- 
naries. He introduced into philofophy all the moft 
liberal! and modern improvements of Furope. He ex- 
ended the phi ern courfe to embrace the general 
pen weiss of poli cy and public law; he incorporated with 
it a fyfte m of found and rational metaphy fics—equally 
remote from the doctrines of fatality and contingency— 
from the barrennefs and dogmatifm of the {chools—and 
from the exceflive refinements of thofe contradictory, 
but esually imp ous fects of {ceptici{m, who wholly 
deny the exiftence of matter, or maintain that nothing 
but matter exifts in the univerfe. 

He laid the foundation of a courfe of hiftory in the 
colleze—-and the principles of tafte, and the rules of 
good: wring were both happily explained by him, and 
cxemplific ‘din his manner. The file of learning, if you 
will allow me the phrafe, has been ch anged by him. 
Literary inquiries and improvements have become more 
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jation of the young gentlemen unde +r his care, contri- 
buted to give fuccels. to all his defigns, for perfecting 
the courfe of inftruction. Thenumbers of men of dif- 
tinguifhed talents, in the different liberal profeffions, in 
this pountry, tab have received the elements of their 
education under him, teftify his fervices to the college. 


Under his aufpices have been formed 4 large proportion 
of the clergy of our church; ; and to Mis inf{tructions, 
America owes many of her moft dutinguifhed patriots 
and legiflators.* 

Thus he proceec ted, guiding, with uncommon repu- 


tation and fuccefs, the cot irfe ¢ education 1 this infti- 
tution, until the war of the American revolution fuf- 


a. 2) - c ) =? . ae ; ‘ — ! ra 
pended nis functions and difperied dthe colle; e. 


Here he entered upon 2 new icene, and. ap} peared in 
anew character, widely differing from any in which he 


had been heretofore prefented to the public. Yet, here 


allo, he fhone with egua al luitre ; and his talents as a 
lepiflator and fenator fhewed the extent and the variety 
of the powers of his mind. ‘There are few foreigners 
who can, with fuch facility as ne did, lay afide their 
prejudices, and enter into the ideas and h abits of a new 
country, and a new itate of sictaee, tie became almoft 
at once an ante) on his landing among us; am In 
the unjuft war which Great- -Britain waged again ift 1 

he immed! ately asapiexs the views, and participate: di In 
the councils of the Americans. His diftinguifhed abi- 
ities foon pointed | him out to the citizens of Meester 
fey, asone of the moft proper delegates to that conven- 
tion which heed their republican conftitution. In 
this refpectable « affembly he appeared, to the aftonith- 
ment of all the profeffors of the law, as profound a civ- 
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* More than thirty members of the con: orefs of United Ame- 
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Jian, as he had before been known to be a philofopha 
and divine. 

From the revolutionary committees and conventions 
of the ftate, he was fent, early in the year 1776, as a 
reprefentative of the people of New-Jerfey to the con. 
grefs of United Americas he was feven years a member 
of that illuftrious body, which, under providence, in 
the face of innumerable difficulties and dangers, led us 
on to the eftabdiifhment of our independence—Always 
firm in the moft gloomy and formidable afpects of pub- 
lic affairs, and always difcovering the greateft reach and 
prefence of mind, in the moft embarraffing fituations. 

It is ampoffible here to enter into all his political ideas. 
It is but juftice, however, to obferve, that on almoft all 
fubjeéts on which he differed from the majority of his 
brethren in congrefs, his principles have been juttified 
by the refult. I fhall felect only one or two examples. 
He conftantly oppofed the expenfive mode of {upplying 
the army by coimmiffion, which was originally adopted; 
and combatted it, until, after a long experience of its il} 
effects, he, in conjunction with a few firm and judicious 
afiociates, prevailed to have it done by contract.* 

He oppofed, at every emiffion after the firit or fecond, 
and even hazarded his popularity for a time by the ftre- 
nuoufnefs of his oppofition, that paper currency which 
gave fuch a wound to public credit, and which would 
have defeated the revolution, if any thing could.} 

in 

* Congrefs at firft fupplied the army by allowing a certain 
eommiffion per cent. on the monies that the commiffioners ex- 
pended. This invited expence. At length they were induced to 
agree to the mode by contract; or allowing to the purchafer a 
certain fum per ration. 

+ Inftead of emiffions of an unfounded paper, beyond a cer- 
tain quantum, Dr. Witherfpoon urged the propriety of making 
voans, and ettablifhing funds forthe payment of the intereft; which, 
in the temper of the public mind, he thought could then have 
been eatily effected. America has fince regretted that fhe had not 
purfued that policv. The Doétor afterwards, at the inftance 
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In the formation of the original confederation, he. 
complained of the jealoufy and ambition of the indivi- 
dual ftates, which were not willing to entruft the generat 
government with adequate powers for the common in- 
tereft. He then pronoiinced inefficacy upon it. But 
he complained and remonftrated in vain.* 

Over-ruled, however, at that time, in thefe and in 
other objects of importance, he had the fatisfaction of 
living to fee America revert, im almoft every inftance, 
to his original ideas—Ideas founded on a found and 
penetrating judgment, and matured by deep reflection, 
and an extenfive obfervation of men and things. But} 
forbear to trace his political career farther; and fhall 
only add here, that while he was thus engaged in ferving 
his country in the character of a civilian, he did not lay 
afide his miniftry. He gladly embraced every opportu- 
nity of preaching, and of difcharging the other duties 
of his office, as a gofpel minifter. This he confidered 
as his higheft character, and honour in life. 

The college having been collected as foon as poffible 
after its difperfion, inftruction was re-commenced under 
the immediate care of the vice-prefident.+ Dr. Wither- 

{fpoon’s 
- fome of the very gentlemen who oppofed him in congrefs, pub- 
hfhed his ideas on the nature, value, and ufes of money, in one of 
the moft clear and judicious eflays that, perhaps, was ever writtea 
on the fubject. 

* He particularly remonftrated againft the tardy, inefficient and 
faithlefs manner of providing for the public exigencies and debts, 
by requifition on the feveral ftates. He infifted on the propriety 
and neceflity of the government of the union holding in its owa 
hands the entire regulation of commerce, and the revenues that 
might be derived from that fource. Thefe, he contended, would 
be adequate to all the wants of the United States, ina feafon of 
peace. 

+ The reverend Dr. Samuel S. Smith, who was unanimouily 
chofen Dr. Witherfpoon’s fucceffor, on the fixth day of May, 
1795. This gentleman's character needs no eulogium in this place. 
His feveral publications, and particularly bis ingenious eflay on 
* The caufes of the variety of complexion and figure of the human 
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fpoon’s name, however, continued to add celebrity to 
the inftitution; and it has fully recovered its former re- 
putation. 

The glorious ftruggle for our liberties drawing to an 
honourable period, and the Doétor feeling age advancing 
upon him, was-defirous of refigning his place in con- 

s; and would have fain retired, ina meafure, from 
he burdens of the college. 

But, notwithftandine his with for repofe, he was in- 
duced, through his attachmerit to the inftitution over 
which he had fo lone prefided, once more to crofs the 
ocean to promote its benefit. The fruit of that voyage 
was not indeed anfwerable to our withes; but we are 
not the lefs indebted to his enterprize and zeal. 

After his return to this country, finding nothing to 
obftruct his entering on that retirement, which was now 
become more dear to him, he withdrew, in a ereat mea- 
{ure, except on fome important occafions, from the ex- 
ercife of thofe public functions that were net immediate. 
ly connected with the duties of his office, as prefident 
of the college, or his character, as a minifter of the gof- 
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el. 
Accuftomed to order and regularity in bufinefs from 
his youth, he perfevered in his attention to them through 
his whole life. And I may add, there was nothing im 
which his punctuality and exadétnefs were more facredly 
obferved, than in the devotional exercifes of the chrif- 
tian 


vr 


foecies,” delivered before the Philofophical Society, in Philadel- 

, February 28th, 17$7, afford fufhcient teftimony of his gents 
and learning. The lait mentioned work has diftinguifhed him mn 
the eftimation of the literati, both in Europe and America. As 
foon as it made its appearance in Europe, it was read with avidity 
—it fhortly paffed under more editions than one in Great- Britain; 
it was tranflated into the French language, and publifhed, with 
ereat eclat, at Paris—and has been fince tranflated into the Ger- 
cuage, and publifhed with annotations, by a profeflor of 
f the univerfities of that empire. 
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tian life. Befides the daily devotions of the clofet, and 
the family, it was his ftated practice to obferve the laf 
day of every year, with his family, as a day of fafting, 
humiliation and prayer: and it was alfo his practice, to 
fet apart days for fecret fatting and prayer, as occafion 
fuggefted. 

Bodily infirmities began at leneth to come upon him. 

For more than two years before his death, he was af- 
flicted with the lofs of fight; which contributed to haf- 
ten the progrefs of his other diforders. Thefe he bore 
with a eee me and even a cheerfulnefs, rarely to be 
met with, 1n the moft eminent for wikdoin and piety. 
Nor would his active mind, and his defire of ufefulnefs 
to the end permit him, even in this fituation, to defift 
from the exercife of his miniftry, and his duties in the 
college, as far as his health and f{trength would admit. 
He was frequently led into the pulpit, both at home and 
abroad, during his blindnefs; and always acquitted him- 
felf with his ufual accuracy, and frequently with more 
than his ufual folemnity and animation. And we all 
recollect the propriety and dionity with which he pre- 
fided at tle laft commencement. He was bleft with 
the ufe of his reafoning powers to the very laft. 
_ At length, however, he funk under the accumulated 
preflure of his infirmities: and on the 15th day of No- 
vember, 1794, in the leventy-fhird year of his age, he 
retired to his eternal reft, full of honour and full of days 
—there to receive the plaudit of his Lord, “ well done 
“thou good and faithful fervant, thou haft been faith- 
“ ful over a few things, be thou ruler over many things ; 

“enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” 
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For the United States Chriftian Magazine. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE—FOREIGN, 


He the contemplation of political convulfions, 


and of thofe crimes and woes of which every vehicle 
of public information furnifhes a detail, the Chriftian 
will find an agreeable relief in accounts of the profperity 
of that kingdom which is righteoufnefs, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoft.. 

God hath promifed, that he will give his Son the 
Heathen for his inheritance, and the uttermett parts of 
earth for his poffeffion. Long have his people prayed, 
and long have they waited, for the accomplifhment of 
this promife. And recent events are viewed, by nota 
few of them, as an earneft that they have not waited and 
prayed in vain; asa prelude to the triumphs of that day, 
when J eHovan fhall *¢ extend peace to Zion like ariver, 
and ‘“¢ the glory of the Gentiles like a flowing ftream.” 
Jealoufy for the Lord God of Hofts, and ardour for the 
propagation of his gofpel, have lately pervaded, ina 
very eminent manner, the Chriftians of Great-Bri- 
TAIN. They have ftarted, at once, from the lethargy 
of ages, and have refolved to unite their zeal in evan- 
gelizing the Pagans who yet fit in darknefs and the 
fhadow of death. 

The limits of this article confine us to a very brief 
fummary of the tranfaétions which have taken place. 

Ne begin with the particular Baptifts,* who had the 
honour of projecting and executing a 
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. . C 

# This isthe denomination of thofe Englith Baptifts whoefpoute 

. . . . ry = . ’ ; co oe 

the Calviniftic doétrines: They are fometimes called Free-grac 

> ; } : ; he 

Baptif2s. General Baptifes, is the title of thofe who incline to th 
Arian, Socinian, or Arminian herefies. 
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MISSION TO INDIA.* 


A few years ago, the Rev. William Carey, of that 
denomination, being deeply affected with the deplorable 
fate of the Heathen, and ftrongly defirous of having 
them brought to.the knowledge of Jesus CHRIST, Wr ote 
awork intitled, “¢ An enquiry into the obligations of Coni/- 
“ t7ans to uje means for the converfion of the Heathen.’ 
His converfation and fermons, which were moftly 
accompanied with fomething relative to this fubject; 
his earneftnefs in urging iton all proper occafions; the 
publication of his “er yin 17913 together with the 
countenance of fome of his brethren, recommended his 
views fo effectually to the attention and favour of the 
Baptift Affociation, that on the 2d of October, 1792, 
the foundation was laid of a fociety for propagating the 
gofpel among the Heathen. 

This inftitution, fet on foot by only twelve minifiers, 
received, from different quarters, fuch encouragement 
as induced the members to proceed with alacrity and 
vigour. Inthe month of November, 1792, they pub- 
lithed a fhort addrefs to their fellow Chriftians at large, 
replete with tender expoftulation, with pious argument, 
and with animating motives to aid the fervice in which 
they had embarked. 

An incident, remarkably providential, contributed, 
at this time, to ftrengthen and direct their efforts: A 
Mr. Joun THomas, of their own per{uafion, a gentle- 
man of refpectable talents and fervent piety, operons 
from Bengal. He had failed for that country in 1783, 


as {urgeon of the Oxford Indiaman. Returning to Eng- 
land 


* The fketch here given of the proceedings of the Baptifts, is 
taken from the firft two numbers of Period cal accounts relative to 
the Baptift Scci Lety fer propag ating the Lofp él ai mong the Heathen. Ne 
more ia two numbers have as yet been publifhed. 
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Jand in 1785, he devoted himfelf to the miniftry; and 
after a fecond voyage to Bengal in 1786, found himfelf 
preffed in fpirit to remain with the Hinpoos, and declare 
among them the unfearchable riches of Curist. He 
applied himfelf, more or lefs, to the ftudy of their lan- 
guage, from the middle of 1787 till 1791, and made 
{uch progrefs as to enable him to converfe and preach 
in it intelligibly and freely. His reception by the na- 
tives was fo decent and refpedctful, and his expectations 
from this, and other circumftances, fo flattering, that, 
again croffing the ocean, he Jaboured to eftablifh a fund 
in London for a miffion to Bencat. It was while he 
was engaged 1n this bufinefs, in 1792, that he became 
particularly acquainted with the fociety ; who being fully 
of opinion that a door was now opened for preaching the 
gofpel in the East-Invies, invited him to go out under 
their patronage. He cordially accepted the invitation, 
and, with the Rev. Mr. Carey, having been folemnly 
{et apart to that interefting work, failed for Bengal on 
the 13th of June, 1793. 

Accounts of their fituation, their labours, and their 
profpects, have been tranfmitted to the fociety by the 
miffionaries, from their arrival in November, 1793, till 
the middle of March,1795. Confidering the difficulties 
which they muft have encountefed, in removing from 
place to place, procuring an eligible refidence, &c. little 
could be effected in a period of only fixteen months. 
Thev indeed muft and do meet with obftacles infur- 
mountable by any thing, but that perfevering fortitude, 
and that heroic faith, which the grace of Jxsus infpires, 
and his power can render victorious. ‘The Hinpoos, 
though on the whole mild and friendly to ftrangers, are 
proverbially avaricious and fraudulent. Apathy to all 
religious impreffions is a prominent trait in their cha- 
racer; and their fuperftitions almoft furpafs belief. The 
principal impediment to the gofpel, vem, wie} - 

inguiert 
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fingularity of their cuftoms, is their pride of what is 
termed caff, and their extreme dread of lofing it. Caft 
fignifies order or tribe; and to lofe caft, or be expelled 
from his order, is the heavieft af¥iGion which can befal 
a Hindoo. It is a terrible fpecies of excommunication, 
which makes it un!awful to eat, drink, fmoke, or con- 
verfe with him who incurs it, or to fhew him, in any 
circumftances, the leaf act of kindnefs. No conceflions, 
no intreaties, no confiderations of any kind, can ever 
procure his reftoration; and he becomes a miferable 
outcaft from fociety. This fentence, in its utmoft feve- 
rity, muft inevitably attach to all who defert the faith of 
the Shajters, and embrace the gofpel of Jesus Curisv. 
Yet, notwithitanding, there are hopes of ultimate 
fuccefs. The miffionaries have hitherto been highly 
acceptable. ‘The natives liften with profound attention 
to their difcourfes; and many have promifed to renounce 
their fuperftitions, their idolatries, and their vices. 
They have already feveral religious opinions, which are 
defireable preparatives to the doé¢trine of the crofs. 
“© That there.is one great God, omnipotent, omnipre- 
“fent, omnifcient; that he is to be worfhipped and 
“ferved; that the foul 1s immortal; that we all have 
“finned; and that fome atonement is neceffary, are 
* truths commonly believed among themall.”* A cir- 
cumftance exceedingly worthy of remarkis, that ‘* moft 
“of the Bramins fay, that they do not yet know the 
*‘ way of life, but that they attend their own religious 
*‘ ceremonies in order that they may find it, and when 
“they have found it, they will leave off thofe practices. 
** ‘When they are informed of the way of falvation (as 
“ revealed in the gofpel) and told of the death of Chrift 
“for finners, they are furprifed with the Fitness of 
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Thefe things augur well. The Heathen are open to 
conviction. Unlike the contemptuous infidel around 
whom the light of revelation fhines, and who covers an 
uncandid mindand an envenomed heart, with the mantle 
of philofophy, they are not difpofed tocavil, and quib- 
ble, and fcoff. The reception of the gofpel by the 
gentiles, when the fulnefs of their time fhall come, wil! 
very probably refemble its reception when preached by 
the apofiles. The Lord will open their hearts to its 
doctrines, and they will embrace the meffenger of life 

2 oD > 
as an angel of God, even as Chrift Jefus. 

In addition to thefe encouragements, it muft not be 
forgotten, that India even now boafts her firft fruits 
unto God. Of the church planted in that land of dark- 
nefs and idolatry, it is already faid, This man and that 
man was born there. O that the Hicuest bimfelf may 
eft ablifh her! 

To thew the effe& of the plain preaching of the crofs, 
when accompanied with the demonftration of the Spirit, 
even on thofe poor Pagans who never heard of it before, 
the following pleafant inftance is prefented to the reader. 

‘¢ A certain man on the Malabar coaft, had inquired 
“< of various devotees and priefts how he might make 
<S atonement for his fin: and at laft he was directed to 
‘© drive iron {pikes fufficiently blunted, through his fan- 
<¢ dals; and on thefe fpikes he was to place his naked 
“« feet and walk (if I miftake not) 250 cofs, that is, about 
“480 miles. If, through lofs of blood, or weakneis 
‘“‘ of body, he was obliged to halt, he might wait for 
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° r ’ ’ A 
“ healing and ftreneth. He undertook the journey, ané 


‘‘ while he halted under a large fhady tree where the 
“‘ sofpel was fometimes preached, one of the mitton- 
‘ aries came, and preached, in his hearing, from thefe 
“ words, The blood of Fefus Chrift cleanfeth from all fin. 
«© While he was preaching, the man rofe up, threw 0 

‘¢ his torturing fandals, and cried out aloud, T/isis what 
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“ J want: And he became a lively witnefS, that the 
“ blood of Jefus Chrift does cleanfe from all fins in- 
« deed.”* There are alfo two Brabmans, named 
Monun Cuunp and Parsoteze;+ anda Munfbee, or 
teacher, named Ram BosHoo, who embraced Chrif- 
tianity during the miniftry of Mr. THomas before the 
miffion. Who can tell, but thefe men are defigned to 
be fignally ufeful in turning their countrymen from dark- 
nefs to light, and from the power of fatan unto God! 
May .Jenovan the Spirit caufe the feed fown to {pring 
up {peedily, and make the fruit of this bavdjul of corn 
in the earth, fhake like Lebanon! 


MISSION TO AFRICA. 


THESE generous Chriftians, whofe zeal for the fal- 
valion of Pagans breathes the liberal {pirit of primit ive 
piety, have not thought their duty diicharged by tcir 
exertions to plant the gofpel i inthe East. Defirous of 
extending, in every direction, the knowledve of that 
Jesus in whom is the life of men, they have cat their 
eyes to thedefertsof Arrica. Itappears that at Sierra 
Leone, where of late a fettlement has been formed for 
the benevolent purpofe of deftroying the flave trade, and 
civilizing the natives, they have already a church com- 
pofed of negroes. ‘The profpect towards this land of 
darknefs has opened fo bright, that they determined to 
fend thither new miffionaries. The Rev. Mefirs. ID AVID. 
Grice and James Ropway, two young minifters of 
their connection, having voluntarily offered themfelves, 
were, on the 16th of September, 1795, folemnly com- 
mitted to Gop by prayer, accompanied with the laying 
on of hands by the minifters prefent: and, aiter a very 

{erious 

* No. I. p. 28, 29 ; ; . 

¢ An intereiting account of this convert isreiervedior a future 
nuniber. 
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ferious and affectionate addrefs from Dr. Ryzanp, fet 
out the fame day on their truly apoftolical work. The 
good wifhes and unfeigned fupplications of thofe who 
love our Lorp Jesus Curist in fincerity, go with 
them. No accounts of them have yet arrived; but we 
fhall embrace the earlieft opportunity of gratifying the 
pious reader with the fubftance of fuch intelligence as, 
from time to time, we fhall receive. 


OTHER MISSIONARY SOCIETIES. 


ALTHOUGH the Baptift Chriftians in England 
have been remarkably active in attempting to diffu 
faving light among the Heathen, they are not alone, 
Their brethren, of other denominations, burn with equal 
zeal, in the fame great caufe. At Lonpown, towards the 
clofe of the laft year, a miffionary fociety was inftituted 
on an enlarged, yet evangelical plan. If the editors 
miftake not, the grand principle of affociation is this; to 
combine the efforts of all thofe who love the truth as itis is 
Jesus; fothat members are admitted from all religious 
denominations indifcriminately, with this fingle, but 
important reftriction, that they be friends to the poc- 
TRINES OF GRACE. Accordingly, the fociety is compofed 
of Evangelical Epifcopalians, Prefbyterians of different 
kinds, Independents, Methodifts, &c. Their dignified 
example has been followed in the northern part of the 
kingdom; and focieties of the fame nature, and on the 
fame plan, have been formed, in the beginning of the 
prefent year, both at GLascow and Epingurcu. 

The commencement of their meafures has been fin- 
gularly aufpicious. The feveral focietics, aiming at one 
end from one motive, are on terms of perfect harmony. 
Serioufnefs, folemnity, candour, and kind affections reign 
in their meetings. At the erection of the London fociety, 
when upwards of three hundred munifters, befides 
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others, were prefent, the appearance was fo truly primi- 
tive, and the proceedings were marked with fuch majef- 
tic piety, as toawaken the idea of Pentecoft. Throughout 
the land, the wifhes, the hopes, the prayers, of the peo- 

le of God, are deeply engaged. Weare informed that 
upwards of a thoufand congregations in England affem- 
ble ftatedly every month for the exprefs purpofe of im- 

loring the divine bleffing upon the focieties. Hitherto 
they have done well. The London fociety have con- 
templated, and before now, perhaps, have accomplifhed 
amiffion to the Sourn Seas. Their fifter focieties 
ftrain every nerve to effect fome enterprize equally 11- 
luftrious; and it wasa {pirit of no common energy which 
could infpire the mighty idea of producing “ a general 
“ movement of the church upon earth.” Surely, every 
sracious heart will bid them, God {peed: And may the 
difciples of Jesus in thefe ftates not deferve the reproach 
of flothfulnefs! May they conteft, with their trans- 
Atlantic brethren, the higheft rewards of this high call- 
ing! Who knoweth but the time to favour Zion, yea, 
the fet time is come; and that JExnovan, in building her 
up, is about to appear in his glory! 

Ve are happy to announce to our readers, that, fince the 


above was written, a number of minifters and priva te Chrif- 
tians, from the city of New-York and its vicinity, of di ferent 


| Re yalnations; 2 but of one fentiment in the dodirines of the gaf- 


pel, have confulted tozethe yr, with much feriou/ne/s and deli- 
beration, on the propriety of joining in the fame great defign 
with their brethren over the Atlantic; and, having unani- 
moufly refalved that they eftcem themfelves called in provi- 
gence to ufe meafures for ereéting a mi fic nary-faciety for pro- 
pagxating: the gofpel of pur Lor. A Fefus Chr: ift in places which 
are deftitute of it, and of the means of obtaining it, did, on the 
21ff of the prefent month, (Septemb er,1796) agree to a plan 
of affoctation, and an addrefs to their fellow Chri iftians. Lhe 
comp lete or TaniZa tion of the foe ‘wety bet Lng de ferred till No- 
vember 1ff. when avery numerous me ering ¢ of ‘both cler syand 
laity i a < xpecle: d, we Cannel now grat! fy our readers with the 
confiitution and addrefs, Lut hope ta have them inferted in 
our next numver. | 


I. 
No. 2. K REVIEWS. 
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REVIEWS. 





taining an apology for their own people, and for the Orn 
TESTAMENT; with critical reflections, and a fhort com- 
mentary extratted from a greater. Tranflated from the 
French: by Puwip Leranu, D.D. Philadelphia, 
printed by William Young. Price one dollar 8; 
cents, 8vo. 


HIESE letters, firft written in the original French, 

in 1771, and tranflated foon after into Englih, 
having paffed through different editions in Britain and 
Ireland, are now given to the public from an American 
prefs. Doubts have indeed been entertained of their au- 
thenticity, and they have been attributed to a learned 
Abbéin France. Butnoreafons hitherto afligned, at leaf 
none which have come to the knowledge of the Editors, 
are fufficient to prove that they are not the genuine pro- 
duction of the Jews whofe names they bear. They have 
acquired uncommon celebrity abroad, as the teftimonies 
prefixed to the American edition evince. And we feel 
a peculiar fatisfaction in affuring our readers, that the 
encomium beftowed on them in thefe teftimonies, does 
not, in our opinion, exceed their merit. Solid learning; 
diligent and cautious inquiry; acute criticifm; candid 
and refpectful treatment of Chriftianity ; the coolnefs of 
confcious fuperiority; alternate gravity and pleafantry? 
combined with clofe reafoning and poignant fatire, 4s 
the fubject demands, are their uniform characteriftics. 
Many parts of the Old Teftament are elucidated with 
great felicity of thought, and defended with manly and 
unanfwerable argument. Nota few of the objections 
which, of late, have been new-vamped, and new-vent 
CU; 
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ed, as wonderful difcoveries of fcriptural inypofture, 
will be found fatisfactorily refuted here, as they have 
been in older works, long before they were known by 
our mufhroom philofophers. 

How vatt foever the genius of Votraire; however 
brilliant his wit, or elegant his pen, he makes but a forry 
figure in the hands of his Fewi/h antagonifts, Scanda- 
lous unacquaintance with fubjects on which he majef- 
terially decides—palpable mifreprefentations of authors 
whom he cites—vile calumnies againft revelation— 
difingenuous perverfions of its precepts and doétrines 
to f{upport then—miferable blunders in the very Jan- 
guages in which he affects the critic—direct and flagrant 
felf-contradiction, on queftions both of opinion and of 
fact, are detected in every page of this infidel apoftle. 
’Thefe defects, added to his difdainful air, and liberal 
abufe, put him fo fairly into the power of his adverfa- 
ries, that they feem almoft to repent, and decline pur- 
fuing their advantage as far as the laws of controverfy 
would allow. .By the way it may be remarked, that if 
fuch unhandfome artifices were pradtifed towards reve- 
lation by one who had certainly fome fame at flake, 
what ufage may it not expect from thofe who have nei- 
ther principle to be corrupted, nor credit to lofe? 

We fhall conclude this brief account, by warning tlie 
reader not to look for fuch an explication of “the cere- 
monial laws of Mofes as a Chrifitan would wifh. “Ivo 
avoid difappointment on this head, itis only neceflary to 
recollect that the authors are ews. 

We cannot but regret, that the manner in which this 
edition is printed correfponds fo little with the excel- 
lence of the work; and that, befides the general want 
of elegance and neatnefs, the numerous unpardonable 
errors of the prefs, render it no honour to American 


typography. 
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The Catvinistic and SocInian Syftems examined and 
compared as to their MORAL tendency; in a feries of let- 
ters, addreffed to the friends of virtue and praétical reli. 
gion, e/ pecially thofe amougft proteftant diffenters. By 
ANDREW Fuut gr.* Re- printed by Lang and 
Uftick, Philadelphia, 1796, price 87+ cents. 


E ASON, as well as revelation, dictates, that the 
moft unequivocal teft of religious principle, is to 

be found 1 in its moral influence. Ay their fruits ye shall 
know them. » The intelligent reader needs not to be in- 
formed ui the enemies of the gofpel have chofen this 
ground as mott favourable to their attack on its peculiar 
doétrines. It is ground on which no Chriftian fhould 
be afraid to meet them; and on which, we think, Mr. 
Fuller has met and engaged them with the happieft 
fuccefs. It is not his defign, either directly to refute the 
Socinian, or direétly to eftablifh the Calvinift. He 
takes up their refpective creeds, as they are reprefented 
by themfelves. “The Socinian argues through the pens 
of Dr. Prizsttey and Mr. Bertsyam, while Mr. 
Futier fpeaks in behalf of the Calvinifts. After a 
general introduction, he enters on the comparifon of 
their different fyftems. Letter I]. compares them as 
to their tendency to convert profligates to a life of holine/s— 
Letter III. as to their tendency to convert profefed unbe- 
Levers—Letter 1V. examines the argument from the 
numbers of converts to Soeinianifm—Letter V. is on the 
ftandard of morality—Wetter VI. compares the fyftems 
as to their tendency to pe arene morality in general—Letter 
VII. as to their tendency to promote love to God—L.etter 
VIII. as totheir influence on caudour and benevolence to 
men—Letter IX. as to their tendency to promote humility 
~—|_etter 


e a) * ° . . . . e 2 
* This gentleman is a Minifter of the denomination of tne 
Particular By iptifts, 
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—Letter X. treats of charity and the charge of bigetry 
—Letter XI. compares the fyftems as to their influ- 
ence in promoting love to Chrift—Letter XII. is on vene- 
ration for the fcriptures—Letter XIII. on she tendency of 
the different [yftems to promote happine/s—Letter XIV. 
on the motives which they refpectively exhibit, fo gratz- 
tude, obedience, and bea: venly -mindednefs—and Letter XV. 
concludes with ftating the refemblance of Socinianifm to 
Deifm, and the tendency of the one to the other. 

In this extenfive plan, which affords room for much 
interefting difquifition, Mr. Fuller compares the influ- 
ence of the different fyftiems, not only as they are out- 
wardly addreffed to the underftan iding,. but as they are, 
when received, real and effective principles of action. 
The whole of his work difcovers found judgment and 
enlightened piety. Well affured of the firength of his 
saufe, he never defcends to cavilling, nor deigns to take 
an ungenerous advantage. His candour, politenefs, and 
love of evangelical tr uth, mark the gentleman and the 
Chriftian. His ftyle is chafte , fimple, and perfpicuotus 
A fenfible adverfary muft read with refpect, even whifs 
energetic argument proftrates a favourite opinion. a 
the friend to apoftolical doétrines will rejoice to fee, 
the fuperiority, which, on a fair comparifon, they are 
found to poffefs over the ph ilofophic religion of thed ay, 
that he has no reafon to blufh for his faith. In what light 
Dr. Prieftley may view thefe letters we cannot fay; but 
they certainly merit his moft ferious confideration; as 
they have opened, on his fyftem, a formidable batte TVs 
which, in our judgment, no Socinian polemic will ever 
be able to filence. On the whole, we congratulate our 
readers on the re-publication of this work in the United 

tates. ‘To the man of piety it will amply repay the 
labour of perufal. . And we fi icerely with that its rapid 
{ale may convince the American editor, that he has not 
rafhly prefume don the good fenfe and good principles 
of his coun try. 
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An Apology for the Bible, in a feries of letters, addreffed 
to THOMAS Paine, author of a book entitled, The Age 
of Reafon, Part the Second, being an inveftigation of 
true and of fabulous theology. By R. Watson, D. D. 
F.R, S. Lord Bifbop of Landaff, and Regius Profeffr 
of Divinity of the Univerfity of Cambridge. New. 
York, printed by John Bull, No. 115 Cherry-ftreet, 
1796. Price 81 cents in blue, one dollar bound and 
lettered. 


| HIS work, feveral large editions of which, it is 

faid, have been printed in England, and the firft 
American edition of which has appeared in New-York, 
muft afford the friends of divine revelation a peculiar 
pleafure. The publifher has been rather injudicious in 
his preface, and his edition is fold at too high a rate; but 
the editions which have been made fince, and are intend- 
ed to be made in this and other places, will, no doubt, 
reduce the price, and give the antidote as free and exten- 
five a circulation as the poifon. 

‘Lhough the objections of Mr. Paine have been more 
forcibly urged by infidels before him, and his book 1s 
not improperly called in a London review, a new bafh of 
old cbjettions, which have been repeatedly and fatisfac- 
torily anfwered, yet the novelty of his manner, and the 
popularity which, from certain circumftances, his writ- 
ings poffefs, required fome exertion to counteract their 
influence. Happily, what was to be wifhed has been per- 
formed by Bifhop Watfon, the author of ** An Apology 
for Chriftianity,” in letters addreffed to Mr. Gibbon. 
By anfwering the fecond and main part of the Age of 
Reafon, he has rendered the firft entirely futile. 

The Bifhop has chofen to form hisanfwer to Mr. Paine 
alfo in the way of letters; a way which admits of greater 


fimplicity of language, and fatigues the attention lefs na 
the 
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the way of formal differtation. He has, as he informs us, 
defignedly written in a popular manner, avoided learned 
difquifitions, and omitted little objections ; but th reader * 
may expect to find every plaufible objection fufficiently e. 


nln oe ale Sm ge ter r 
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M . te 
anfwered, the many falfe affertions of Mr. Paine de- i 
tected, his ignorance expofed, and his liberal abufe met + 


with a becoming fpirit. We cannot but regret that the 
Bifhop has been too free in his conceflions, and wifh 
that he had enlarged on fome points, and on others had 
been more explicit, or lefs liable to mifconftruction. 
Serious readers will be difappointed when they look for 
an unequivocal teftimony in favour of thofe doétrines of 
grace which are the great means ufed by the Holy Spirit 
in deftroying infidelity, in changing the hearts and re- 
forming the livesof men. Every intelligent and impar- 
tial judge, however, muft allow, that, whatever may be 
his opinion on thofe things, the anfwer is fuch as necef- 
farily and effectually to overthrow Deifm, and to.eftablifh 
Chriftianity on a fure and ftable foundation. 

Mr. Paine is treated with great politenefs and modera- 
tion; abundantly more than thofe who know him beft 
think he can juftly clam. Whenever any degree of 
feverity is indulged, the occafion evidently juftifies it. 
Thus, to the abominable mifreprefentation of Mr. 
Paine, “¢ that thirty-two thoufand women-chiidren were 
“ configned to debauchery by the order of Mofes,” the 
Bifhop replies, ‘¢ Prove this, and I will allow that 
“ Mofes was the horrid montter you make himm—prove 
“ this, and I will allow that the Bible is what you call 
© it—* a book of io Fickednels, and blaiphemy’— 
* prove this, or excyfe my warmth if I fay to you, as 
* Paul faid to relymbs the forcerer, who fought to turn 
“away Sergius Paulus from the faith, ‘ O full of all 
“ fubtilty and of all mifchief, thou child of the devil, 
“ thou enemy of all righteoufnefs, wilt thou not ceafe 
“ to pervert the right ways of the Lord?’—I did not, 

* when 
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“<“when I began thefe letters, think that I fhould have 
‘“< been moved to this feverity of rebuke, by any thing 
‘ you vould have written; but when fo grofs a mifre- 

i cralhation | is made of God’s proceedings, coolnefs 

would be a crime. The women-children were not 

referved for the purpofes of debauchery, but of flave- 
ry;—a. cuftom abhorrent from our manners, but 
every where practifed in former times, and {till prac- 
tifed in countries where the benignity of the Chriftian 
religion has not foftened the ferocity of human na- 
“* ture.”—T'o what Mr. Paine fays on the prophecy of 
Jonah, the Bifhop makes the only reply which it de- 
ferves, ‘* I fhall put it,” fays he, “ covered with bellebore 
& for tee fervice of its author, on the fame fhelf with 
** your hypothefis concerning the confpiracy of Daniel 
“¢ and Ezekiel, and fhall not fay another word about it.” 

Happy will it be, if infidels give this work an atten: 
tive and candid perufal. The ferious inquirer cannot 
fail of conviction; and even Thomas Paine, if he hasa 

park of fenfibility and ingenuoufnefs, will acknowledge 
‘the juttice of the wounds which a generous opponent 
was obliged to infli@; and while he {marts, will openly 
renounce his madnefs and folly. 

Did the fiudied brevity of this review admit of fur- 
ther quotations, pages might be quoted, particularly 1 in 
the lait letter, in which is a continued ftrain of fine writ- 
ing. ‘The Bifhop has pled the beft of caufes, with true 
genius, tafte, and eloquence; he has pled it with that 
temper which Chriftianity alone can infpire, and com- 
pared with which all natural chdSsments are vain; and 
had he left no room for fufpicion as to his fentiments 
on fome fubjeéts, by concealment aad ambiguity, W hich 
may prove dangrous, he had obtained our hear ty and 
entire approbation. 





